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USAA AUTO INSURANCE 


WHY SWITCH? 
MEMBERS WHO 
SWITCHED SAVED 

AN AVERAGE OF $725. 


It’s worth making the change. Members 
Switched and saved an average of $725 
oer year on USAA Auto Insurance. 


Visit USAA.COM/TAL 
or call 877-699-2654 


SOS WHATYOU'REMADEOQF 9 ==4xcricen | WIR 
USAR: WE'RE MADE FOR LEGION | usat 


‘Potential average annual savings, rounded to the nearest $25 increment, based on countrywide survey of new customers who switched to USAA and self-reported savings from March 11, 2019 
to March 18, 2021. Individual savings may vary and isn’t guaranteed. Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal 
or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. Automobile insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General 
Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, based in San Antonio, TX; USAA Limited (UK) and USAA S.A. (Europe), and is available only to persons eligible for P&C group 
membership. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. © 2021 USAA. 275124-1121-TAL 


Exclusive MintSelect offer 


BRAND NEW 2022 GOLD.& SILVER 
AMERICAN EAGLES B 


LOWEST 

PRICE 

OFFER 
Lowest price offer on 


BRAND NEW 2022 Gold & 
Silver American Eagles. 


2022 
$1 Silver 


AS LOW AS 


2022 
S50 Gold 


AS LOW AS 


* 2S a ‘ 
eT + 


$5 Gold 


AS LOWAS 


COMPLETE SELLOUT EXPECTED - CALL TODAY! 


2022 $25 REAGAN 
PRESIDENTIAL GOLD 


\ LIMITED AVAILABLITY 
= . mE arco 
GUL ep) a PELL Uy 

| TA US GOVERNMENT ISSUED GOLD 
[iyi MUSEUM QUALITY MS70 GRADE 
[Ivi REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURE 
TA STRUCK AT THE WEST POINT MINT 


‘acsimile ture 
REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL SERIES QONGC° 


Free 10z. Silver Eagle 
with each Reagan Gold 
Purchased! 


FREE ° 
Firion armas lio Vault Code: ALO522 
mt PRECIOUS METALS. 


“—_ 
uspreciousmetals.com visa ES oo, ES Business 1-866-854-4012 


* Lowest price offer is available with purchase of the certified 2022 $25 Gold American Eagle. Otherwise, price will be at current SPOT plus pricing. Ad creation 3/15/22. Prices subject to change due 
to market volatility. Free secure shipping on all orders that include certified coin(s). Otherwise $15 for SH&I. Gold and silver coin limits are at our discretion. Coins enlarged to show detail. 


ON THE COVER 


Soldiers of the 3rd 
Infantry Regiment, 
“The Old Guard,” 
place U.S. flags at 
headstones in 
Arlington National 
Cemetery in 
Virginia on May 27, 
2021. The annual 
tradition, known 
as “flags in,” is 
carried out prior to 
Memorial Day to 
honor the nation’s 
fallen veterans. Dob 
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A Senseless War 


Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine has triggered 
massive economic 

and geopolitical 
consequences for 
Russia - and the world. 
By Alan W. Dowd 


To Honor Veterans 
They Did Not Know 


A newspaper's 
award-winning work 
captures the essence of 
veteran fellowship. 

By Rick West 


The 106th Indy 500 


Former champ Tony 
Kanaan leads Legion 
drivers at the “greatest 
spectacle in racing.” 


Left Behind 


Tens of thousands of 
Afghan interpreters and 
their families are in peril 
as U.S. bureaucracies 
quibble over process. 
By Ken Olsen 


View videos, read more 


The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion 
for its 1.8 million members. These wartime veterans, working through more than 12,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves 
to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, 

their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth. 


stories and find resources 
at legion.org. 
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Baton Rouge 
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With the introduction of our American Riverboat Series, we are elevating the 


standard for Mississippi River cruising. Aboard these brand new ships that feature 
modern design, spacious staterooms with private balconies, and a grand multi-story 
atrium, experience the future of U.S. Riverboat Cruising. 


River Cruising Done Perfectly.® 


Award-Winning Excursions Spacious Lounges 


ae Call today for your FREE Cruise Guide y (ea 
hed 888-240-4952 Xeruseciticy [Pepin 


AmericanCruiseLines.com 


2021 


COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Every military 
headstone 
has a story 


In an Instagram photo that 
captured hearts the moment she 
posted it, Marine Sgt. Nicole Gee, 23, 
cradled an Afghan baby in her arms. 
“T love my job,” she wrote. Six days later, on Aug. 26, 2021, Gee 
and 12 other U.S. servicemembers were killed in a suicide 
bombing outside Kabul Airport during a chaotic withdrawal 
of American forces. 

This Memorial Day, we remember them, and more than 
1 million men and women who have died in U.S. military 
service. We dedicate the last Monday in May to their memory, 
while acknowledging that for our Gold Star families, the 
mourning is not limited to 24 hours a year. 

We benefit from fallen Americans’ sacrifices every time we 
exercise our constitutional rights. We are able to speak freely, 
possess a firearm, peaceably assemble and vote. Public 
officials don’t secure us these rights. Rather, they have been 
paid for in blood by those who willingly risked their lives to 
protect ours, from the founding of our nation to today. As the 
saying goes, “All gave some, some gave all.” 

They are not numbers, but names and faces. One whose 
story has only recently been told is Army Sgt. ist Class Alwyn 
Cashe, who posthumously received the Medal of Honor last 
December. On Oct. 17, 2005, his Bradley Fighting Vehicle 
struck an improvised explosive device while on patrol near 
Samarra, Iraq. His uniform drenched in fuel and on fire, 
Cashe pulled six soldiers and an interpreter from the wreck, 
suffering burns to three-quarters of his body. When two 
helicopters arrived to evacuate the wounded, he insisted on 
walking off the battlefield himself. During the medevac flight 
to Balad Air Base, Cashe repeatedly asked after his men: “How 
are my guys? What’s going on with them? Where are they at?” 
Three weeks later, on Nov. 8, he died from his injuries. 

From the world wars to Korea, from Vietnam to the 
Middle East, every U.S. military headstone has a story, and 
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every one is inspirational in its own way. Together, they bear 
witness to the selflessness described in John 15:13: “Greater 
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.” 


A) £ Lilla 
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for takeoff. 
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The sidebar on LSU military alumni states that 
Lt. Gen. Troy H. Middleton commanded the 8th 
Army. He actually commanded the VII Corps in 
the European theater. 

Jeff Lyall, Port Sanilac, Mich. 


A New State of Mind 
Alan Dowd’s article (March) states that an 
amendment needs ratification by three-fifths of 
the states. This is incorrect. Article V of the 
Constitution states that an amendment requires 
ratification by three-fourths of the states. 
Karl E. Stuvengen, Orfordville, Wis. 


Famous Firsts 

Being female and a retired military member, 
T always enjoy when you mention “us.” I’ve 
been a faithful viewer of “Tough As Nails,” 
and was proud of Lia Mort’s win last 
season. I held my breath every second 
of her wall climb to claim the 
truck. Also of note was the 
two-page spread “Famous 
Firsts.” Thank you for 
bringing to light our 
accomplishments. 
MaryAnn Wolek 
Borcherding, 

Vancouver, 
Wash. 
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“lf the measure of 
a life is how many 
people you helped 
and served along 
the way, then John 
Sommer lived one 
hell of a life. He 
was a combat 
medic in Vietnam, 
a longtime leader of The American 
Legion, a proud Legion Rider, and 
- by all accounts - a great friend.” 


VA Secretary Denis McDonough, in a March 15 
tweet about the passing of former American 
Legion Washington Office Executive Director John 
Sommer Jr. Sommer was instrumental in gaining 
government acknowledgement of post-traumatic 
stress disorder and conditions related to Agent 
Orange exposure as service-connected disabilities 
among Vietnam War veterans. He also worked to 
establish the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall and 
the Vietnam Women's Memorial on the National 
Mall. Sommer passed away March 11 at 74. 


Make your home more comfortable than ever 
“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I've ever had.” 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 


NOW 


available in plush 
and durable Brisa™ 
(Saddle color pictured) 


You can’t always lie down in bed and 
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or 
back aches - and dozens of other ailments 
and worries. Those are the nights you’d give 
anything for a comfortable chair to sleep in: one 
that reclines to exactly the right degree, raises 
your feet and legs just where you want them, 
supports your head and shoulders properly, and 


operates at the touch of a button. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and 
more. More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed 
to provide total comfort. Choose your 
preferred heat and massage settings, for 
hours of soothing relaxation. Reading or 
watching TV? Our chair’s recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in an infinite 
number of settings. And best of all, it features a 
powerful lift mechanism that tilts the entire chair 
forward, making it easy to stand. You'll love the 
other benefits, too. It helps with correct spinal 
alignment and promotes back pressure relief, to 


Three Chairs 
in One 
Sleep/Recline/Lift 


J $ ACCREDITED 
E-BUSINESS A+ 


oversized biscuit style back and unique seat 
design will cradle you in comfort. Generously 
filled, wide armrests provide enhanced arm 
support when sitting or reclining. It even has a 
battery backup in case of a power outage. 


White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to 
the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even 
carry the packaging away! You get your choice 
of Genuine Italian Leather, plush and durable 
Brisa™, stain and liquid repellent DuraLux™ 
with the classic leather look or plush MicroLux™ 
microfiber, all handcrafted in a variety of 

colors to fit any decor. Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair’ 


1-888-919-0289 


Please mention code 116745 when ordering. 


prevent back and muscle pain. The overstuffed, Coffee 
Sa ; . Chestnut ; Saddle Bean 
Genuine Italian Leather & GED srisa™ B20 
ry 4 REMOTE CONTROLLED classic beauty & style plush & durable | 
; * Jf EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 
ee x A STAND-ASSIST POSITION Long Lasting DuraLux™ Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue 
SS stain & liquid repellent 
» Now available in a variety Burgundy Cashmere Chocolate Indigo 


7 of colors, fabrics and sizes. 
Footrests vary by model 


Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, 
but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle 


MicroLux™ Microfiber 
breathable & amazingly soft 


46612 
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I enjoyed your salute to 
women, but noticed aname 
that was not listed: Brig. 
Gen. Wilma Vaught, the first 
woman to deploy with an Air 
Force bomber unit, and the 
first woman to reach the 
rank of brigadier general 
from the comptroller field. 

I met Vaught around 1983 or so, at a MEPS 
station at what was then Gunter Air Force 
Station in Alabama. When my commander 
introduced me to her, Vaught said, “I know you. 
You're the one who destroyed two of my 
vehicles.” How could | forget a general who 
called me out personally? She said it witha 
smile, though. 


Ulysses McDowell, Charlotte, N.C. 


Your salute to women in 
the military missed Sherian 
Grace Cadoria, the first 
female African-American to 
attain general officer rank in 
the Army on her promotion 
to brigadier general in 1985. 
Raised by her mother, she 
grew up in atwo-room 
cottage, walked five miles to school and was 
picking 250 pounds of cotton a day by age 10. 

I served with Cadoria in the ist Logistical 
Command in Qui Nhon, Vietnam (1968-1969), 
where she served as protocol officer and was 
promoted to major. When she retired in 1990 
after 29 years, she was the highest-ranking Black 
woman in the Army. 

H. Bick Bicknell, Punta Gorda, Fla. 


500 Approximate 


number of pledges of 
military and veteran brains 
since a story on the 
Concussion Legacy 
Foundation and chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy 
(CTE) ran in the January 
2020 American Legion 
Magazine - more than 
double the pledges received 
the entire previous year 


3,725 


American Legion 
posts that 
performed Buddy 
Check operations 
in the 2020-2021 
membership 
year, providing 
outreach to no 
fewer than 
234,601 veterans 
and their families 
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THE PLAYLIST 


American Legion videos you 
don’t want to miss. 


In Flanders Fields 

American Legion Past National Commander 
John P. “Jake” Comer delivers a stirring 
recitation of the timeless poem by Canadian 
Lt. Col. John McCrae, written to honor fallen 
soldiers of the Great War. 


We Shall Keep the Faith 

American Legion Past National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan recites the famous poem 
by Moina Michael written in response to 

“In Flanders Fields.” 


Commander's address in South Carolina 
American Legion National Commander Paul 

E. Dillard addresses the South Carolina 
Legislature on the organization's top priorities 
for 2022. 


Visit legion.org/magazine/videos or subscribe 
to The American Legion’s YouTube channel to 
see, show and share other American Legion 
videos. 


“(Our father) set 
the example ... 
We knew it was 
a way we could 
help countless 
people.” 


Derric Grimes, past 
commander of 
American Legion 
Post 116, Fuquay- 
Varina, N.C., on his 
family’s history of blood donation. Grimes’ father 
gave regularly until the FDA banned blood 
donations from millions of U.S. veterans, 
servicemembers and dependents who lived in 
Europe from 1980 to 1996, in an effort to prevent 
the spread of mad cow disease. The ban was 
lifted in 2020, allowing Grimes - born at an Army 
hospital in Germany in 1985 - to donate blood at 
his post for the first time. Learn more about the 
Legion’s Blood Donor Program at legion.org/ 
security/blood. 


- EDUCATIONAL ADVERTISEMENT - 


Better read this if you are 62 or older 


and still making mortgage payments. 


It’s a well-known fact that for many older 
Americans, the home is their single biggest 
asset. With interest rates near historic 
all-time lows while home values are still 
high, this combination could create the 
perfect dynamic for getting the most out of 
your home equity. 

But, many aren't taking advantage of this 
unprecedented period. According to new 
Statistics from the mortgage industry, senior 
homeowners in the U.S. are now sitting on 
more than 10.1 trillion dollars* of unused 
home equity. 

Not only are people living longer than 
ever before, but there is also greater 
uncertainty in the economy. With home 
prices on the rise, ignoring this financial 
option may prove to be short-sighted when 
looking for the best long-term outcome. 

All things considered, it’s not surprising 
that more than a million homeowners have 


— 


already used a government-insured Home 
Equity Conversion Mortgage (HECM) loan to 
turn their home equity into extra cash for 
retirement. 

It's a fact: no monthly mortgage payments 
are required with a government-insured 
HECM loan; however, the borrowers are still 
responsible for paying for the maintenance 
of their home, property taxes, homeowner's 
insurance and, if required, their HOA fees. 


It’s times like these that your 


largest asset can be a life saver. 


Today, HECM loans are simply an effective 
way for homeowners 62 and older to get the 
extra cash they need to enjoy retirement. 

Although today’s HECM loans have been 
improved to provide even greater financial 
protection for homeowners, there are still 
many misconceptions. 

For example, a lot of people mistakenly 
believe the home must be paid off in full in 
order to qualify for a HECM loan, which is not 

the case. In fact, one key advantage of a 
HECM is that the proceeds will first be 


used to pay off any existing liens on the 
property, which frees up cash flow, a huge 
blessing for seniors living on a fixed income. 
Unfortunately, many senior homeowners 
who might be better off with a HECM loan 
don’t even bother to get more information 
because of rumors they've heard. 

In fact, a recent survey by American 
Advisors Group (AAG), the nation’s number 
one HECM lender, found that more than 9/10 
clients are satisfied with AAG's service.** 
While these special loans are not for 
everyone, they can be a real lifesaver for 
senior homeowners — especially in times 
like these. 

The cash from a HECM loan can be used for 
almost any purpose. Other common uses 
include making home improvements, paying 
off medical bills or helping other family 
members. Some people simply need the 
extra cash for everyday expenses while 
others are now using it as a safety net for 
financial emergencies. 

If you're a homeowner age 62 or older, you 
owe it to yourself to learn more so that you 
can make the best decision for your financial 
future. 


Homeowners who are interested in 
learning more can request a FREE Reverse 


a Guide for 
Children an 


Mortgage Information Kit and DVD by 
calling toll-free at N 


800-789-5153 


As Featured on: ABC, CBS, CNN & Fox News 


caregivers 


USA's #1 Reverse 
Mortgage Company 


*https://finance.yahoo.com/news/senior-home-equity-exceeds-record-180000366.html 

** Based on client satisfaction surveys as of September 13, 2021. 

Reverse mortgage loan terms include occupying the home as your primary residence, maintaining the home, paying property taxes and homeowners insurance. Although these costs may be 
substantial, AAG does not establish an escrow account for these payments. However, a set-aside account can be set up for taxes and insurance, and in some cases may be required. Not all interest on 
a reverse mortgage is tax-deductible and to the extent that it is, such deduction is not available until the loan is partially or fully repaid. 


AAG charges an origination fee, mortgage insurance premium (where required by HUD), closing costs and servicing fees, rolled into the balance of the loan. AAG charges interest on the balance, 
which grows over time. When the last borrower or eligible non-borrowing spouse dies, sells the home, permanently moves out, or fails to comply with the loan terms, the loan becomes due and 
payable (and the property may become subject to foreclosure). When this happens, some or all of the equity in the property no longer belongs to the borrowers, who may need to sell the home or 


otherwise repay the loan balance. V2021.06.21 HYBRID 


NMLS# 9392 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). American Advisors Group (AAG) is headquartered at 18200 Von Karman Ave., Suite 300, Irvine, CA 92612. Licensed in 49 states. Please go to 
Retire Better a 


www.aag.com/legal-information for full state license information. - 
These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved byHUDoragovernmentageny. | = = |= = == = RetireBetter tT 
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Whereas ... 100 Miles challenge recruits police agencies 
The United States depends ona For this year's 100 Miles for Hope, — 
power grid for virtually all modern life 2 NS American Legion members are engaging 
functions and necessary essential their local law-enforcement agencies, 
Services ... creating teams for a friendly competition to 


raise money for the American Legion 
Veterans & Children Foundation (V&CF). 
Registration fees and donations from 100 Miles for Hope go 
to V&CF, which funds programs that support disabled 
veterans and military families facing financial hardships. 
Anyone who registers for the challenge can join and 
support teams such as the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department, New York Police Post 460 or others. To learn 


The U.S. power grid is vulnerable to 
electromagnetic pulse (EMP), high 
altitude electromagnetic pulse (HEMP) 
and solar flares ... 

EMPs affect all electronics including 
military and civilian communications, 
computers, cellphones and 


transformers ... more, visit legion.org/100miles. 
Adversaries and potential enemies : ae P . 
have current capability to create EMPs Our post is in, and we're excited 
with missile capability to deliver high about starting. We’re challenging 


altitude nuclear weapons over the 
United States ... 


Such EMPs can impair our defense 


New York City and Los Angeles 
police departments, and all 


capability for as much as five years, police agencies, to get out 

thereby compromising U.S. security ... and support our veterans. 

=i it resolved ... : And what’s great about 

The American Legion urges Congress to : 2 

approve funding to harden and protect 100 Miles for Hope Is that ) 
the deteriorating U.S. power grid, such it also serves as a way we Photo oer EAE Bille 
action being necessary for continued can improve our own health = 


defense should an electromagnetic ; ” 
pulse attack on the United States occur. and fitness. 
Ernie Bille, Army veteran and member of American Legion 
Star Post 309 in California. He is actively recruiting 
participants from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 


Department, including Sheriff Alex Villanueva (above). 


Passed, American Legion National 
Executive Committee Fall Meeting 
(virtual), Oct. 14-15, 2020 


10,698 Books sent to children Fae 6) eee “This is all about rallying people 

of U.S. military personnel around the ogee we “ea together, like a rally point in the 
world in 2021 thanks to a $31,000 > — jee military. Our enduring mission is to 
American Legion Child Welfare a 

Foundation grant to United Through * Setetrts support our fellow veterans the 
Reading, which promotes literacy and best we can, and a way to 
builds bonds through reading Zs l,_ show support is for us to 


drive donations to the 
Veterans & Children 
Foundation.” 


Wilem Wong, Army veteran and 

member of American Legion Post 

1291 in New York City. Wong, who 
retired from the NYPD as a sergeant a year ago, is recruiting 
officers from American Legion NYPD Post 460, fellow New York 
City Legionnaires and others to join this year’s 100 Miles for 
Hope challenge. 
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“atlasformen’ 


Cool Cotton Tees only 
Thats oo each. eer 


ys 2 


“ren 


“I’ve always gotten great outdoor clothing 
from Atlas For Men, and the prices really 
can’t be beat for the quality.” - Peter M, NY 


of Lightweight 
& Quick-Dry Shorts 
Sy 


Adjustable 
waist 


They're one of Europe's largest home shopping 

brands, specializing in men's sport leisure. 
Now they're here in the USA doing what they do best 
— creating practical, sporty designs at great value 
prices. Always. 

This set of SIX tees runs true to these values. Like 
all the best, these are made from high quality super- 
soft 100% cotton with stretch-proof ribbed collars, 
guaranteed to keep you cool in the summer heat. 


A tlas For Men know a thing or two about apparel. 


And each one features a unique designer print " 4 
exclusively created in their studios in the heart of 7 Oo 
Paris. Where better for a whole lotta French style at 190% bf ee ela eee 100% La peti tale gia 
an unbeatable price? Talk to our friendly consultants S$ ML XL XXL 3XL XL S$ ML XL XXL 3XL aXL 
TOLL FREE, or go online now while stocks last - Product Ref: 06172792 Product Ref: 06172791 


when they're gone, they're gone. 


www .atiasformen.com/moneysaver or scan 


or call toll free: 1-833-422-3340 
= eee 
VISA (payable to Atlas For Men) Complete & mail to: Atlas For Men - 38 North Main Street, PMB 256, Saint. Albans, VT 05478 . 

Card # Exp. Date L CVV/CVC. 
Mr. Mrs. Ms. CODE: 10430 | SIZE? |QUANTITY? 

‘ a Pack of SIX T-Shirts Offers and pricing valid through August 2, 2022. Offer available in contiguous states 
Address Ref: 06172792 of the US, excluding California. Delivery within 10 working days from dispatch, stock 

er. subject to availability. Prices are in U.S. dollars and exclude sales tax. Cannot be 
City & State. Zip Code combined with another offer. *Sales Tax: please add the appropriate sales tax due on 
TWO PAIRS Shorts orders delivered into the following states: AR GAIA IL IN KS KY MD MI MN NC ND NE NJ 
Phone #0 Ref: 06172791 NV OH OK PARI SD TN UT VA VT WA WI WV WY. You authorize us to charge and collect 
or Full Refund of merchandise purchase applicable sales tax for your order and agree to pay said tax. 
Available Sizes: $ M_L_XL_XXL_3XL_4XL price up to 100 days after receipt. FREE SHIPPING For information on how we use information we collect from you, please see our 

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds 7 website: atlasformen.com/privacy. Products are not made in the US. 
may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not Please add applicable sales tax* to total amount. USA S22 10430 - May 2022 Atlasformen SAS, 87-89 Rue La Boétie, 75008, Paris, 
receive your check back from your financial institution. Cash payment is not accepted. FRANCE. Company No. Paris B 449 149 038 
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SHARE YOUR KOREAN WAR STORIES 


The American Legion Media & 
Communications Division is calling on Legion 
Family members to share their Korean War 
stories. Similar to a collection of more than 120 
stories and photos called “Our WWII Story” that 
was published on legion.org between 2019 and 
2021, “Our Korean War Story” will include: 


¢ Personal accounts from Korean War veterans, 
Legionnaires, family members, post 
namesakes and others connected to the 
organization 

* Local post efforts to support the troops 
during the Korean War and remember the 
sacrifices of the war afterward 

* Community activities that honor Korean War 
veterans 

¢ Stories and photos of unique equipment, 
artifacts and other memorabilia from the war 
Submit materials at legion.org/legiontown 

under the category “Our Korean War Story.” 

Once approved, they will be posted on the site, 

which offers easy social media sharing. From 


$3,002,140 


Amount in emergency aid provided 
directly to veterans in need from local 
American Legion post funds in 2020- 
2021, with just 62% of posts reporting 


Two years of Tango 


New Sons of The 
American Legion 
squadrons chartered 
in February 


Nd! | KOREAN WAR = 
g. Marind Corps photo “STORY 5 we x 
hee peter McDonald / ain | AS “Ss 


those, pieces will be highlighted in American 
Legion e-newsletters, and selected submissions 
in a future issue of The American Legion 
Magazine. 

In addition, staff writers and editors will work 
with national library staff to resurface 
American Legion responses and messages from 
that period of U.S. wartime history. The aim of 
this project is to ensure and strengthen 
historical memory, while veterans of the Korean 
War - 361,749 of whom have been American 
Legion members in the past decade - are 
available to share firsthand accounts. 


8 6,395 


American Legion posts that 
led local Memorial Day 
events in 2021, with only 
62% of posts reporting 


The American Legion Tango Alpha Lima podcast celebrated its two-year 
anniversary April 1. Among the highlights from the first two years: 


> 2 Awards for the podcast’s ambitious 20-20-20 series commemorating the 

20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. In March, PRNEWS’ Nonprofit Awards named 

Tango Alpha Lima one of two “honorable mentions” in the podcast category. Just 

one overall winner was selected in the annual international competition. Last December, the 
podcast won the Indiana Society of Association Executives’ Innovation Award. 


> 118 Episodes published in the first two years 


> 158% Increase in audio downloads in February 2022, compared with a year earlier 


> 12,098 Audio downloads in September 2021, the highest monthly total 


> 85,623 Total audio downloads as of March 28 


A new Tango Alpha Lima podcast is published every Tuesday morning. Audio and video versions are 
available on major podcast-hosting sites and at legion.org/tangoalphalima. 
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LATITUDE MARGARITAVILLE WATERSOUND 
(866) 583-3774 


9201 Highway 79, Panama City Beach, FL 32413 
Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm | Sun. 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Viait online for more information 


LatitudeMargaritaville.com 


minto 


Communities 


Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA BUREAU OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT INSPECTED, 
EXAMINED, OR QUALIFIED THE OFFERINGS. Latitude Margaritaville Kentucky Registration Number R-201. For NY Residents: THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS FOR THE SALE OF LOTS ARE IN THE CPS-12 APPLICATION 
AVAILABLE FROM SPONSOR, LMWS, LLC. FILE NO. CP20-0062. Pennsylvania Registration Number OLO01182. Latitude Margaritaville Watersound is registered with the Massachusetts Board of Registration of Real Estate Brokers and Salesmen, 
1000 Washington Street, Suite 710, Boston, MA 02118 and with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 1700 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20552. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required 
and has not been completed. The facilities and amenities described are proposed but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. Development plans, amenities, 
facilities, dimensions, specifications, prices and features depicted by artists renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. ©Minto Communities, LLC 2022. All rights reserved. Content may not be 
reproduced, copied, altered, distributed, stored, or transferred in any form or by any means without express written permission. Latitude Margaritaville and the Latitude Margaritaville logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and are 
used under license. Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its affiliates. St. Joe and the St. Joe logo are trademarks of The St. Joe Company and are used under license. CGC 1519880/CGC 120919. 2022 


LIVING WELL 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


The power of walking 


Adding walking to your routine improves your 
physical and mental health, experts say. Regular 
walking supports a healthy immune system, boosts 
your metabolism and strengthens your joints, 
muscles and bones. It also helps relieve stress. 

Daily walking increases metabolism by burning 
extra calories and preventing muscle loss, which is 
particularly important as we age. You may even 
notice your pants start to loosen around your 
midsection, even if the number on the scale isn’t 
moving much. That's because regular walking can 
help reduce abdominal fat and, as a result, 
improve your body's response to insulin. 

Experts recommend walking at least 30 minutes 
daily for the greatest benefits. Here are a couple 
of ways to get the most out of it: 


Mix in intervals Intervals, defined as short spurts 
with a quicker pace or going up hills, are key in 
getting the most out of walking. Increasing your 
speed for small segments of time during a 
30-minute walk allows you to burn more calories 
than if you strolled at a moderate pace the whole 
time. It also benefits your cardiorespiratory system. 

Try warming up with an easy walk for three 
minutes. Then spend 25 minutes alternating 
between one minute of walking at a moderate ; Media Bakery 
pace and one minute of brisk walking. Cool down : : 
with an easy walk for two minutes. 


Explore nature Taking walks outdoors has several 14% VA health-care services 

benefits, too. Exposure to the sun's natural vitamin provided virtually in 2019 

D helps protect the brain’s neurons and reduces ° 

inflammation. Breathing natural air, rather than 58 % VA health-care services provided 

recycled air indoors, improves brain function. And virtually by mid-2020 

the stimulation caused by the activity and nature 

produce endorphins that regulate your mood. 1,831% Increase in VA telehealth 
appointments by January 2021, compared to 


Army veteran Jennifer Campbell is a certified 
personal trainer with a master’s degree in nutrition 
education. She is commander of the California 
American Legion’s 24th District. 


January 2020 


Walk 100 miles, a step at a time 
The American Legion's third 

annual 100 Miles for Hope 

challenge is underway. Walking 


just 30 minutes a day is one way 
to complete the mileage part of 
the challenge. For details and registration, 


visit legion.org/100miles. 
Media Bake 
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_IF YOU THINK IT LOOKS GOOD, 


WAIT UNTIL 
YOU TASTE 


Experience a steak that’s hand-carved 
by master butchers, perfectly aged to 
maximize tenderness, and double- 
trimmed to remove imperfections. This 
isn’t a steak — this is Omaha Steaks. 


& 


+ 


. 
t 
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Boneless Pork Chops (6 02.) 
OF YOUR LIFE OR Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (5 02.) 


GUARANTEE Butcher's Variety Pack 
f Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. total) 
; Omaha Steaks Burgers (6 02.) 
THE BEST STEAKS ; pkg. All-Beef Meatballs (12 oz. pkg.) 
YOUR MONEY BACK i Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 02.) 
j FREE Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. total) 
4 
68167WPZ_ separately $80492* = | 3 g99 


AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


OMAHA STEAKS 


Q\ Always. feu Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (8 oz.) 
jar Omaha Steaks Seasoning (8.1 02.) 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 


Order Now! » OmahaSteaks.com/Tastelt6504 | 1.800.811.7832 
Ask for FREE burgers and chicken breasts with offer 68167WPZ 


“Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free 5 oz. burgers and 4 free chicken 
breasts (1 Ib. total) will be sent to each shipping address that includes (68167). Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may 
be substituted due to inventory limitations. First Order Offer Promo Code is a one-time use code, valid only on the first order of $139 or more placed 
by new customers or customers whose last purchase was more than 366 days prior to current order date. Only one Code per customer, cannot be 
combined with other offers or be applied to previous sales, Gift Cards, Wine, Gift Baskets, Live Lobsters, or Custom Cuts. Omaha Steaks reserves 
the right to amend these terms and conditions or to vary or discontinue the offer without prior notice. The code can be redeemed online, by phone, 
or at Omaha Steaks retail locations. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOS! 
or call 1.800.228.9872 for a copy. Expires 06/30/22. ©2022 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc. | SRCO728 


LIVING WELL 


Be proactive in managing blood pressure. 


BY LANCE FRAZER 


High blood pressure (hypertension) can lead to 
life-threatening conditions, including heart failure, 
arrhythmia, chronic kidney disease, blindness, 
Alzheimer’s and dementia. Every year, it is the 
primary or contributing cause of death for more 
than 500,000 people in the United States alone. 

Hypertension is the increased force of blood 
against the arterial walls, and can be caused by 
smoking, alcohol, a sedentary lifestyle, and a diet 
high in salt, sugar, or processed foods containing 
high levels of trans fats or saturated fats, 
according to Mayo Clinic cardiologist Michael 
Meyers. While typically increasing and decreasing 
throughout the day, blood pressure consistently 
above normal is a red flag. Called “the silent 
killer," hypertension often develops without 
symptoms, and by the time they are exhibited 
treatment may be too late. 

Typically, “if that top number (systolic, 
measurement of pressure in arteries during 
heartbeat) gets above 120, or the bottom 
(diastolic, heart at rest) goes above 80, we begin 
to see the disease manifest,” says Willie Lawrence, 
an American Heart Association cardiologist. 
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“Blood pressure is a barometer of life. While 
there is some genetic predisposition, it comes back 
to what you eat, whether you’re obese, if you don’t 
walk or get other exercise daily, if your life places 
you under regular stress and you don’t deal with 
that. Those are the factors to watch and control.” 

Hypertension is perceived as a disease of aging, 
but according to Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) statistics, an estimated one in 25 
people ages 12 to 19 have hypertension. The CDC 
recommends blood pressure checks starting at 3, 
along with a healthy diet, maintaining a healthy 
weight and regular physical activity to protect 
children and young adults. 

If hypertension is caught at an early age, it is 
more likely to be controllable but will still require 
lifelong monitoring, Meyers says. While there are 
some promising treatments on the horizon, 
“prevention, via a healthy, active lifestyle, is so 
much preferable to having to react.” 


Lance Frazer is a California-based freelance writer 
specializing in health and medicine, science, nature 
and the environment. 


Bad to the Bone 


Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79! 


he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and 
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but 
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature. 


Ifyou’re on the hunt fora knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship 
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you're 
looking for. 


The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its 
resistance to corrosion. 


The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping 
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the 
natural world. 


This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out 
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades 
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it 
around here. We have mastered the hunt 
for the best deal, and in turn pass the 
spoils on to our customers. 


But we don’t stop there. While supplies 
last, we'll include a pair of $99 8x21 power 
compact binoculars and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the 
Huntsman Blade. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it 
on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 
30 days for a complete refund of the 
item price. 

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won't 
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman 
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this 
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today! 


Huntsman Blade $249* 
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: HUK754-01 
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 


BONUS! Call today and 
you’ll also receive this 
genuine leather sheath! 


*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price. 


California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. 


$ ACCREDITED 
Bam BUSINESS 
BBB. 


Rating of A+ 


Stauer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK754-01 


Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWw.Stauer.com 


Advertisement 


EXCLUSIVE 


Stauer® 8x21 
Compact 
Binoculars 


-a $99 value- 


with purchase of 
Huntsman Blade 


What Stauer Clients 
Are Saying About 
Our Knives 


kkekkk 
“This knife is beautiful!” 
— J., La Crescent, MN j 


KKKKK 
“The feel of this knife 
is unbelievable... this 
is an incredibly fine 
instrument.” 

— H., Arvada, CO 


Nei way an 


*¢ 12" overall length; 6 2" stainless steel full tang blade * Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters ¢ Includes genuine leather sheath 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.° 


TRAVEL 


Haven't decided where to travel this summer? 
Think about visiting one of these five U.S. cities, 
which amaze with breathtaking landscapes and 
patriotic history. 


San Diego This Southern California city has a large 
military presence, meaning veterans can expect a 
warm welcome. One of San Diego’s most popular 
attractions is the USS Midway Museum, located on 
the aircraft carrier in San Diego Bay. Other popular 
attractions include San Diego Air & Space Museum 
in Balboa Park, the San Diego Zoo, SeaWorld San 
Diego and LEGOLAND California. There are plenty 
of outdoor activities, too, from kayaking through 
sea caves in La Jolla to hiking at Torrey Pines State 
Reserve. Don’t miss Fort Rosecrans National 
Cemetery, overlooking the Pacific on Point Loma. 


Colorado Springs, Colo. Gaze on some of 
America’s most beautiful scenery in the 
foothills of the Rocky Mountains. Explore Pikes 

Peak, which inspired a poem later adapted 

for the song “America the Beautiful,” and 

hike among the red rock formations 

of Garden of the Gods Park. As for 

human-made attractions, the 

state’s most visited is the 

Air Force Academy's 

150-foot interfaith 

Cadet Chapel. 


Headed to 

the Destin-Fort 
Walton Beach area? 
See the new Women Veterans 
Memorial, featuring eight statues 
of women who made significant 
contributions to U.S. military history. 


. or 
a 
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Philadelphia Return to our nation’s roots in 
Philadelphia, home to Independence Hall and the 
Liberty Bell. Other spots to visit include portions of 
the Underground Railroad, the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial along the Delaware River and Korean War 
Memorial Park. Snap a photo with the famous 
“Rocky” statue at the bottom of the stairs at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art. 


San Antonio One of the nation’s fastest-growing 
cities, San Antonio is home to the Alamo, site of the 
1836 battle for Texan independence from Mexico. 
Stroll or enjoy a boat ride on the famous River Walk, 
lined with cafes, restaurants and shops. There’s 
also Market Square, the country’s largest Mexican 
market, and San Antonio Missions National 
Historical Park, a World Heritage Site that preserves 
four of the five Spanish colonial missions. Veterans 
Memorial Plaza in downtown San Antonio is home 
to several memorials, including “Hill-881 South,” 

a massive bronze sculpture honoring those who 
served in Vietnam. 


Oahu, Hawaii Southwest now offers affordable 
flights to the Hawaiian Islands from many West 
Coast cities. Soak up the sun on Waikiki Beach, or 
book a week at Disney's Aulani resort on the quieter 
side of the island. Tourists can ride on the historic 
Hawaiian Railway, hike the Diamond Head volcanic 
crater or attend a luau. And no trip is complete 
without a visit to the Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial, which includes two museums and the USS 
Arizona, USS Utah and USS Oklahoma memorials. 


Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
gototravelgal.com. 
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MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
MAY 27 & 28 


DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL ~ | 
SPEEDWAY ~~ 


You’re Invited To 


A PATRIOTIC TRIBUTE 
HONORING VIETNAM VETERANS 


ANN-MARGRET TOBY KEITH 
COL OLIVER NORTH 
MG PATRICK BRADY pte ei 
LTG JERRY BOYKIN 
MARK ‘02’ GEIST REVISITING CREEDENCE 
GOV RON DESANTIS PLUS MORE 
REUNITE WITH VIETNAM VETERANS 


More Details & Tickets Online At: Or Call: 


HeroesHonorFestival.com 833-665-2022 


FREE for Vietnam Veterans & Children under 12 | Military Half-off 


Legendary All Star Concert Military Flyovers Reunite With Veterans Demonstration Ride 
eR ey Se ee i Sect, A ij] - 
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LEFT: Police cordon off.a perimeter 
around the blast radius of a residential 
area heavily damaged by Russian 
bombardment in Podilskyi district in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, on March 18. 


Marcus Yam / Los Angeles Times via Getty 


A Senseless War 


BY ALAN W. DOWD 


Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has 
triggered massive economic 
and geopolitical consequences 
for Russia - and the world. 


Editor’s note: The following analysis of Russia’s 
Ukraine invasion was last updated in late March as this 
issue of The American Legion Magazine neared 
press time. Events in Ukraine and in Europe are likely to 
have changed greatly, but the moments in history that 
led up to the invasion remain. 


ladimir Putin’s criminal invasion of 
VY isin has opened a new chapter in 

Europe’s blood-soaked history, 
reawakened the free world to threats on its 
doorstep, and raised a number of questions for 


a United States largely preoccupied with 
domestic concerns. 


What caused this war? Putin believes the 
collapse of the USSR was “the greatest 
geopolitical catastrophe of the (20th) century.” 
This is evidence of Putin’s commitment not to 
Soviet communism but to Russian imperialism, 
for which the USSR was a vehicle. Thus, Putin 
laments the loss of Russian control over Soviet 
territories (Ukraine, Georgia, the Baltics), the 
loss of an East European buffer zone (embodied 
by the Warsaw Pact) and the loss of Moscow’s 
international stature. Putin wants to reacquire 
those trappings of the Russian Empire. Ukraine 
and NATO stand in the way of that. 

While Putin has long been considered a 
mentally balanced, if ruthless, actor on the 
world stage, his views on Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and NATO’s expansion suggest he’s drifted into 
fantasy. 

Putin claims NATO expansion violated post- 
Cold War agreements. Yet none other than 
Mikhail Gorbachev counters that the topic of 
NATO expansion “was not discussed at all” as 
the Cold War thawed. 


J el 
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The motorized infantry of the Wehrmacht 


advances into Soviet Ukraine during the 
German invasion in 1941. Getty 


Ukraine’s hard history 


Modern Ukraine traces its history at least 
to the mid-9th century, when the Kievan 
state emerged along the Dnieper River. At 
various times, the region was ruled by 
Lithuania, Poland, Cossack tribes, the 
Ottoman Empire, the Hapsburg Monarchy, 
the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union. 
These eras were sprinkled with brief periods 
of independence. 

Ukrainians endured beastly violence at 
the hands of the Soviets, Nazis and then the 
Soviets again. In 1954, with both Russia and 
Ukraine part of the Soviet Union, the 
Crimean peninsula was transferred by 
Soviet strongman Nikita Khrushchev to 
Ukraine as a “gift.” 

Ukraine's parliament declared 
independence Aug. 24, 1991. A national 
referendum was held Dec. 1, 1991, with 90% 
of the country voting for independence. 
Ukraine’s independence was recognized 
by Russia (Dec. 8, 1991), the United States 
(Dec. 25, 1991) and the European Community 
(Dec. 31, 1991). 
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Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky addresses the nation from 
Kyiv on March 17. Photo by Ukrainian Presidency / Handout / Anadolu Agency via Getty 


Putin blames NATO for “aggressive actions” against Russia. 
Yet before his 2014 invasion of Ukraine, the United States 
deactivated the North Atlantic-focused 2nd Fleet (2011) and 
Germany-based V Corps (2012). In 2013, Washington withdrew 
every U.S. tank from Europe, and Britain began shutting down 
its Germany garrison. By 2014, Germany had just 300 tanks - 
down from 2,125. 

This wasn’t enough for Putin. So, he demanded that NATO 
rewind history and roll back the only institution capable of 
providing security in Europe. 

Putin complains that the USSR’s collapse left “historically 
Russian territories with a historically Russian population, 
primarily in Ukraine ... outside Russia.” He also claims Ukraine’s 
government is run by Nazis, believes Ukraine was “completely 
created by Russia” and accuses Ukraine of “stockpiling the 
latest weapons ... imagine how Russia must live.” 

These assertions would be laughable if Ukraine’s cities 
weren't razed - and people bludgeoned - because of Putin’s 
fantasy history. Ukraine’s independence and sovereignty have 
been internationally recognized since 1991, including by Russia. 
Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zelensky, is Jewish; his 
grandfather fought the Nazi invasion of Ukraine. And it’s Russia 
that invaded Ukraine - twice. 

After Putin’s 2014 annexation of Crimea and assault on 
eastern Ukraine, Kyiv received defensive weapons (too little and 
too late, it turns out). What Putin fails to grasp is that trying to 
deter aggression doesn’t constitute aggression. 

“Such aid is not an act of war,” as President Franklin D. 
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Ukraine's 
Churchillian leader 


A comedian turned 
president, Volodymyr 
Zelensky was widely 
considered a lightweight 
before the invasion. But 
Zelensky has emerged as a 
heroic leader for his 
countrymen, an inspiration 
to the free world and a 
skillful communicator. It's no 
exaggeration to say that 
Ukraine held up - and NATO 
helped out - because 
Zelensky stood his ground. 
As Russia invaded, Zelensky 
was offered a chance to 
evacuate. His response: 
"The fight is here. | need 
ammunition, not a ride.” 

Indeed, Zelensky sounds 
positively Churchillian at 
times. “It will be our faces 
you see, not our backs,” he 
declared as Russia invaded. 
To Britain’s Parliament, 
Zelensky intoned, “We will 
fight till the end - at sea, in 
the air ... in the forests, in 
the fields, on the shores, in 
the streets.” 

To Congress, he described 
living through “a terror that 
Europe has not seen for 80 
years,” invoked Pearl 
Harbor and 9/11, and 
explained that Ukraine 
“experiences the same 
every day.” 

Whether Zelensky is 
killed, leads a guerrilla 
insurgency, forms a 
government in exile or 
oversees Ukraine’s 
reconstruction, he’s secured 
a place alongside other 
wartime leaders under 
imminent threat: Judah 
Maccabee, Abraham 
Lincoln, Winston Churchill. 


IN PROUD SUPPORT OF THOSE WHO SERVE... 


BECAUSE 
OF THE BRAVE 


_— Oe 
MEN’S HOODIE 


In Easy-care, Cotton Blend 
with Thermal Knit-lined Hood 
Ue 
Available in 5 Men’s 
Sizes M-XXXL 


BECAUSE of the BRAVE foal : Silver-toned Metal Plaque 
Adorns the Front 
of this Patriotic Hoodie 


An Exclusive 


Apparel Design 
from The Bradford 
Exchange 
Please note these items are not an 
pepe tes donot vate the 
covenants of the ay ode. e e e 
; A Bold Statement of Patriotic Pride 

Show your respect and gratitude for the dedicated American heroes who honor, knit cuffs and hem, a full front zipper, and silver-toned metal tippets on the hood 

defend and protect our country every time you wear the “Because ofthe Brave” —_drawstrings. Imported. 

Men’s Hoodie from The Bradford Exchange. Crafted in a black easy-care cotton An Outstanding Value with Satisfaction Guaranteed 


blend knit, the hoodie showcases a bold design on the back of a pair of U.S. military With its custom design and hand-crafted quality, the “Because of the Brave” 
boots proudly displayed with the American flag and the sentiment “Home ofthe Free  Men’s Hoodie is a remarkable value at $99.95*, payable in 3 easy installments 


Because of the Brave”. Adding to the patriotic look is an American flag patch of $33.32 and backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee (Add $10 for sizes 
on the left sleeve and a silver-toned metal plaque on the front that features XXL and XXXL). To order, send no money now; just fill out and send in your 
a soaring eagle and the American flag. Custom details include a comfortable Priority Reservation. This hoodie is not available in stores. So don’t miss out... 


brushed fleece interior, a beige thermal knit lined hood, kangaroo front pockets, Order Today! 


Order online at bradfordexchange.com/bravehoodie 


comect wih uss OOM ©2022 The Bradford Exchange —_01-22824-001-BIBAL 


PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 


Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 


as described in this announcement, in the size indicated. City State Zip 


L) Medium (38-40) 01-22824-011 (J XXL (50-52) 01-22824-014 eal 


a Large (42-44) 01-22824-012 L) XXXL (54-56) 01-22824-015 *Plus a total of $14.99 shipping and service; see bradfordexchange.com. £94903 — 


CQ xn (46-48) 01-22824-013 Please allow 6-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject 
to product availability and order acceptance. 


YES. Please reserve the “Because of the Brave” Men’s Hoodie for me 


Roosevelt said, “even if a dictator should 
unilaterally proclaim it so to be.” 

Russia has a gross domestic product (GDP) 
of $1.7 trillion, a1.4 million-man military, 
a $617 billion military budget and 4,500 nuclear 
warheads. Ukraine has a $153 billion GDP, less 
than 300,000 military personnel, a $5.9 billion 
defense budget and zero nuclear weapons. 
Ukraine surrendered its nuclear arsenal in 1994 
in exchange for Russia’s commitment to respect 
Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and 
existing borders. 

Ukraine’s real sin against Putin was daring to 
expel pro-Putin leaders, planting democracy and 
turning to the West. 


Why is NATO involved? Ukraine is not a 
member of NATO, which explains why the 
alliance hasn't intervened directly. This is a 
harsh reminder that there are limits to NATO’s 
reach and role today, just as there were when 
Moscow sent tanks to crush Hungary (1956) and 
Czechoslovakia (1968). 

Yet even though Ukraine falls outside NATO’s 
protective umbrella, Putin’s war on Ukraine 
threatens what the North Atlantic Treaty calls 
the “stability and... security of the North 
Atlantic area.” That explains NATO’s flurry of 
activity. 

Washington has approved a long-delayed sale 
of 250 M1A2 tanks to Poland, surged an aircraft 
carrier to join Italian and French carriers in the 
northern Mediterranean, and sent warplanes to 
Britain, Germany, the Baltics, Poland and 
Romania. It’s also dispatched attack helicopters 
to the Baltics and Poland, moved Patriot 
batteries into Poland, and deployed troops to 
Poland, Germany, Latvia and Romania. As of late 
March, there are now 100,000 U.S. troops in 
Europe - the most since 2005. 

Britain has deployed troops to Poland and 
Estonia, missile-defense systems to Poland, 
warships to the Black Sea and Mediterranean, 
and fighter-bombers to Romania and Poland. 
Canada and Germany have deployed hundreds 
of troops to reinforce contingents in the Baltics. 
France deployed troops to Romania. Germany 
and the Netherlands sent Patriot batteries to 
Slovakia. Denmark dispatched F-16s to 


24 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE MAY 2022 


Lithuania. Dutch F-35s and Spanish Eurofighters 
are deploying to Bulgaria. 

NATO has activated its rapid-response force 
for the first time in history, will likely convert 
rotational deployments in the Baltics into 
permanent bases, and could bring longtime 
neutrals Finland and Sweden into the fold. 

Thanks to Putin, NATO is more united than at 
any time since 9/11 - and more needed than at 
any time since the Berlin Wall’s collapse. 


How is NATO helping Ukraine? Before the 
war, the United States formed an airbridge to 
deliver weapons into Ukraine. NATO then 
shifted to overland deliveries. In the first week of 
war, NATO rushed 17,000 antitank weapons into 
Ukraine via overland routes. 

The United States has shared intelligence and 
shipped 4,600 Javelin antitank systems, 7,000 
light-antiarmor systems, 1,400 Stinger 
antiaircraft systems, 100 Switchblade kamikaze 
drones, 300 grenade launchers, 6,200 machine 
guns, shotguns and rifles, and 60 million rounds 
of ammunition. Britain has delivered Starstreak 
air-defense systems and 3,615 NLAW antitank 
systems. The Baltic states have sent antiaircraft 
and antitank systems, Poland antiaircraft 
weapons, Turkey ground-attack drones, 
Germany antitank weapons and Stingers, 
Denmark antitank weapons. 
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Ukraine is distributing those weapons to 
209,000 active-duty personnel, 60,000 National 
Guardsmen, a Territorial Defense Force of 
100,000 volunteers, and an army of citizen- 
soldiers numbering into the hundreds of 
thousands. Plus, 20,000 foreigners - including 
U.S. veterans - have joined the International 
Legion for the Defense of Ukraine. 

Though the front appears stalemated at this 
writing, Putin’s ruthlessness and Russia’s sheer 
mass could secure a battlefield victory, albeit a 
pyrrhic one. Yet even in a Putin-occupied rump 
Ukraine, the weapons will keep flowing, and the 
Ukrainian people will keep fighting in what 
would be a well-funded guerrilla insurgency. 
America has a playbook for such an insurgency: 
15,000 Soviet troops died trying to occupy 
Afghanistan. 


What about sanctions? NATO, the EU, Japan, 
and Australia have disconnected Russian banks 
from the system that enables financial transfers 
across 200 countries, and unleashed sanctions 
against Putin and his oligarch henchmen. 
They’ve also enacted export-control measures 
blocking access to high-tech products. Even 
neutral Switzerland froze Russian assets. Most of 
the free world has closed airspace to Russian 
aircraft. Russian cargo ships and yachts have 
been seized. And 375 multinational firms and 
organizations have ceased operations in Russia: 
the NHL and WWE, FIFA and F1, Shell and 
ExxonMobil, American Airlines and United 
Airlines, Pepsi and Coke, FedEx and UPS, VW 
and Mercedes, Ford and GM, Honda and Toyota, 
IBM and Apple, Visa and MasterCard, Germany’s 
DeutschBank and China’s Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank. 

This barrage of financial counterstrikes - what 
France’s finance minister calls “all-out economic 
and financial war on Russia” - has shuttered the 
Russian stock market and left it “un-investable,” 
sent the ruble plummeting to less than a penny 
against the dollar and shoved Russia toward 
foreign-debt default. Economists project Russia’s 
GDP will shrink 10% to 20% this year. 

Washington’s decision to block Russian oil was 
an important salvo in this financial war. Next, 
Washington should unleash America’s vast 
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energy endowment - 264 billion barrels of oil 
reserves, 327 trillion cubic-feet of Outer 
Continental Shelf natural gas, 3 trillion barrels 
of oil-shale - and flood the market. As Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, former Joint Chiefs chairman, 
observes, Washington must view “energy as an 
instrument of national power.” That would 
require the administration to rethink its rigid 
commitment to climate-change goals. 


Is this the beginning of Cold War II? Putin’s 
unprovoked attack on Ukraine marks a turning 
point. While it’s not a perfect parallel, Cold 
War-type divisions have reemerged, as a bloc of 
tyrant regimes - Russia, China, Iran, North 
Korea - openly, violently challenges the 
international order built by freedom-loving 
nations. To contain this axis of tyrants - and to 
keep Cold War II from turning hotter - the free 
world must invest more in deterrent military 
strength. 

The United States spends 3.2% of GDP on 
defense, yet the Cold War average was more 
than twice that. New generations of Americans 
- those with no memory of cold wars or world 
wars - will soon learn that government’s 
primary duty is to provide “security against 
foreign danger,” as James Madison wrote. 

Toward that end, Germany is lifting military 
outlays to 2% of GDP (something NATO has been 
urging since 2006), almost doubling defense 
spending by next year, and creating a massive 
$112.7 billion rearmament fund. Thrust to the 
frontlines of Cold War II, Poland’s defense 
budget will jump to 3% of GDP next year - a 20% 
spike in just one year. Britain, Italy, the Baltics, 
the Netherlands, Denmark and France also are 
increasing defense spending. 

America’s Indo-Pacific allies are a step ahead: 
South Korea’s defense budget is 64% larger (as a 
share of GDP) than that of European NATO. 
Japan has increased defense spending 10 
consecutive years and is deploying aircraft 
carriers. Australia is boosting defense spending 
by 40% and is deploying nuclear-powered 
submarines. Taiwan just approved its largest- 
ever defense budget. 

Putin’s war offers a glimpse of what lies ahead 
if Xi Jinping tries to seize Taiwan. Hopefully, 
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Ukraine’s tenacious response will give Beijing 
pause - and Taipei a roadmap. Xi must 
understand that attempting in Taiwan what 
Putin has done in Ukraine would lead not to 
victory parades and an ascendant legacy, but to 
his soldiers in body bags, his military in tatters, 
his international standing wrecked. 


What lies ahead for Putin? Putin has 
catastrophically underestimated his enemies 
and overestimated himself. 

Putin demanded NATO’s pullback from 
Eastern Europe, Ukraine’s demilitarization and 
Zelensky’s removal. When NATO and Ukraine 
rejected Putin’s diktat, he ordered his cold- 
blooded invasion, expecting a lightning two-day 
war and swift installation of a puppet regime. 
Neither has come to pass. 

From the Baltics to Bulgaria, NATO is 
bolstering its easternmost members. At this 
writing, Ukraine has stalemated - perhaps 
checkmated - Putin. Indeed, the draft ceasefire 
requires Russia’s withdrawal to prewar 
positions, leaves Zelensky in power, and 
concedes Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
independence. Ukraine won't be joining NATO, 
nor will it be demilitarized. Instead, Ukraine will 
be neutral in name but not in practice, 
embracing the bristly self-defense posture of 
Israel or Sweden - likely within the EU. 

U.S. intelligence concludes 7,000 Russian 
troops have been killed in four weeks - more 
than America lost in Iraq and Afghanistan in 20 
years. Ten percent of deployed Russian 
equipment has been destroyed or captured, 
including 564 tanks and armored vehicles and 
dozens of aircraft. 

The Russian military’s disastrous showing - 
the combined-arms ineptitude, the logistics 
debacle, the abysmal morale, the beastly war 
crimes, the failure to achieve air superiority (let 
alone air supremacy), the underfed soldiers, the 
fired generals, the dead generals - has shattered 
the myth that Putin is a master strategist two 
moves ahead of his opponents. He’s a gambler 
who was on a hot streak, pushed his luck, rolled 
the dice and lost. Might Georgia or Moldova now 
move against Russian forces on their territory? 
Whatever the answer, Putin’s senseless war 
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carries significant military consequences, 
perhaps as far-reaching as Moscow’s invasion of 
Afghanistan. 

Equally troubling for Putin is the cascade of 
economic and geopolitical consequences 
triggered by his war. As noted, the economic 
costs for Putin’s subjects and kleptocrat cronies 
may prove incalculable. Government-imposed 
sanctions could ease after a ceasefire. But in this 
era when businesses are highly sensitive to 
customers’ political sentiments, many 
corporations will steer clear of a Putin- 
controlled Russia. So toxic is Putin that Beijing’s 
ties to his regime have battered stock values of 
Chinese firms. 

As to the geopolitical consequences: Russia 
faces a level of isolation beyond anything the 
USSR - with its satellites and proxies - ever 
endured. Moreover, Putin’s war exposed the 
dramatic reversal of the Moscow-Beijing 
relationship. Once the unchallenged ruler and 
vanguard of a vast communist imperium, 
Moscow is now the groveling subordinate. 

Michael McFaul, former U.S. ambassador to 
Russia, believes the invasion of Ukraine “marks 
the beginning of the end of Putin’s dictatorship,’ 
Russia’s oligarchs, spymasters, generals and 
citizens could hasten that end; recall that 
Russians killed Czar Nicholas II after the Great 
War overwhelmed the Russian Empire. Italians 
strung up Mussolini after years of criminal war. 
The Soviets removed Khrushchev not long after 
his Cuba gamble nearly triggered World War III. 
Argentines prosecuted members of Argentina’s 
military government after the Falklands disaster. 
Serbs delivered Milosevic to a war-crimes 
tribunal after he turned the Balkans into a 
graveyard. 

Reportedly, there are pockets of antiwar 
protests in Russia, and some oligarchs have 
publicly opposed Putin’s war. However, the 
oligarchs’ words have no effect. The protests 
aren't large enough to paralyze Putin. And 
whether the oligarchs or the people move 
against Putin, they will need help from the spies 
and the generals. & 


? 


Alan W. Dowd is a senior fellow with the Sagamore 
Institute Center for America’s Purpose. 
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TO HONOR VETERANS 


THEY DIDN 


very veteran should be remembered. 
E It was that thought by a veteran-owned 
funeral home in Elgin, Ill., that sparked an 
idea. The idea and a local newspaper story helped 
bring together hundreds of community members 
in January 2020 to honor an Air Force veteran 
they had never met. 

John James Murphy, 71, had died a month 
earlier at the River View Rehab Center in Elgin. 
He had no known family or friends. A Vietnam 
veteran, he had lived in Elgin for 20 years. 

The rehab center, the coroner and Symonds- 
Madison Funeral Home searched for any 
relatives. None were found. 

Funeral director Dan Symonds, himself a 
veteran, had encountered this before; he usually 
had the veteran cremated and served as sole 
witness as the remains were taken to Abraham 
Lincoln National Cemetery. 
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'T KNOW 


This time, his wife Joy decided to reach out to 
the Daily Herald newspaper to see if a story might 
draw some attention to a public visitation she 
had planned, thinking that Murphy must have 
some friends somewhere after living in the 
community for so long. She didn’t want him sent 
off alone. 

Aside from a nurse from the rehab center, 
nobody at the visitation had ever met Murphy. 
But he certainly wasn’t alone. 

“We like to say he gained 600 new friends that 
day,” Joy Symonds said. 

The story by the Herald’s Elena Ferrarin quickly 
went viral. Four days after it ran, hundreds of 
people attended the visitation on a frigid 
Wednesday morning. Hundreds more made the 
go-minute drive to the cemetery in Elwood. 

I covered the funeral with Elena. She handled 
the words while I took pictures and shot video. It 


STORY AND PHOTOS BY RICK WEST 


was one of the most moving experiences of my 
career. The thought of going through an entire 
life - a life that included the siblinghood of 
service to one’s country - only to die alone, was 
heartbreaking. 

Yet the community I cover came together to 
honor a man they didn’t know. All they knew was 
that when it was time, Murphy served his 
country. And now it was their time to serve him. 

Members of Elgin American Legion Post 57 
attended, as did members of the local VFW. We 
also talked to many people who weren't veterans 
but came to honor a man who experienced what 
their parents or grandparents experienced in 
Vietnam, and they couldn't stand the thought of 
them being forgotten. 

I covered four more “unclaimed veteran” 
funerals that year - a couple with Elena, a couple 
on my own. The work was rewarding; the pictures 


Daily Herald photographer Rick West and 
writer Elena Ferrarin produced a 2020 series on 
funerals for “unclaimed veterans” that won The 
American Legion's 2021 Fourth Estate Award. 
LEFT PAGE: A woman places a flower during a 
graveside service for Navy veteran Doug Henke; 
American Legion Post 57 honor guard members 
fire a rifle volley; attendees stand at attention 
and salute at Henke’s service. 

ABOVE: Harvest Christian Academy wrestling 
coach Shawn Ayers, left, brings members of his 
team to the funeral for Ronald “Ron” George 
Olson; veterans pause at the casket of a man 
they would not allow to be forgotten; active- 
duty troops carry the casket for Vietnam War 
Air Force veteran John James Murphy. 


were powerful, and the people who came out to 
honor veterans they had never met proved that 
community doesn’t just mean people who live in 
the same place. It means fellowship. 

That said, I would prefer never to cover another 
one. We should all hope that every person, 
especially veterans who have given so much of 
themselves to others, leaves this earth knowing 
they’re not forgotten. 


Rick West, staff photographer for the Daily Herald in 
suburban Chicago, accepted The American Legion’s 
prestigious Fourth Estate Award for print journalism at 
the 102nd National Convention last August in Phoenix. 
He and Daily Herald writer Elena Ferrarin teamed up 
for a series of articles, videos and photos in 2020 on 
memorial services for veterans who die with no family, 
other than their fellow veterans, to remember them and 
their service to the nation. 
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razilian-born U.S. citizen Tony Kanaan, 
B who won the Indianapolis 500 in 2013, 

drove the American Legion-sponsored car 
to 10th place in the “greatest spectacle in racing” 
last year, and competed on oval tracks 
throughout the 2021 NTT INDYCAR Series while 
former NASCAR superstar Jimmie Johnson 
drove road courses for the Legion in the 48 car 
of Chip Ganassi Racing. 

Johnson, who is racing on road courses and 
oval tracks alike in 2022, and Kanaan are joined 
by last year’s series champion, Alex Palou, in 
support of The American Legion for the 500 and 
throughout the current season. The Legion is 
primary sponsor of Kanaan’s car in the 500, with 
a new livery set to be unveiled in May. 

At a press conference prior to the 2021 race, 
Kanaan helped announce the Legion’s focus on 
reducing and preventing veteran suicide. “We’re 
ready to fight this,” Kanaan told the media. 
“We're ready to help The American Legion. 
Whatever we can do to send a message.” 

The American Legion was recently named an 
official charity of INDYCAR, opening the door 
for more drivers to learn about the Legion and 
how to support veterans. The agreement “will 
help to accelerate the Legion’s goals through 
various promotions, and we hope Legionnaires 
everywhere will join our team and follow our 
exciting series,” said Mark Miles, president and 
CEO of Penske Entertainment Corp., which owns 
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INDYCAR and the NTT INDYCAR Series. “The 
American Legion performs an incredibly vital 
role for our veterans, for whose service and 
sacrifice weve eternally grateful.” 

“Last year, we successfully increased 
awareness of our mission among race fans 
nationally,” American Legion Chief Marketing 
Officer Dean Kessel said after the partnership 
was formed. “Now we have to build relationships 
with race fans locally and ask for their support of 
our efforts to help veterans. 

“We might bring a driver toa 
post one night, and that will 
enable them to do a fundraiser 
or membership drive. Another 
example - at each race, we will 
reward a lucky member or 
donor with a trip to 
Victory Lane, which is 
an experience you 
can't really get 
anywhere else. These 
are just a couple of 
ways you'll see this 
partnership come to 
life. There will be 
much more, 
especially in the 
month of May and at 
the Indianapolis 500.” 
legion.org/48 
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it can be wheeled 
around like a suitcase 
and fits easily into a backseat or trunk. Then, there 
are the steering levers. They enable the Zinger to 
move forward, backward, turn on a dime and even 
pull right up to a table or desk. With its compact 
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mobility issues rule your life. 


The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches. 


Why take our word for it. You can try the Zinger 
out for yourself with our exclusive home trial. Call 
now, and find out how you can try out a Zinger of your 
very own. 

Zinger Chair® 
Call now and receive a utility basket 
absolutely FREE with your order. 


1-888-595-8245 


Please mention code 116746 when ordering. 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 


85229 


ens of thousands of interpreters and their 
Terns remain trapped in Afghanistan in 

the absence of evacuation flights or access 
to U.S. visas and other documents that would give 
them a chance of reaching safety. 

Large numbers are also fleeing Afghanistan, 
creating a massive refugee crisis in neighboring 
countries, says Margaret Stock, a leading 
immigration attorney and retired Army officer. 
Many will be deported back to Afghanistan, where 
they are at great risk of being executed by the 
Taliban. 

“People’s lives are at stake because they worked 
for the U.S. government,” says Stock, a member of 
American Legion Jack Henry Post 1 in Anchorage, 
Alaska. “Their whole family is in danger. We have a 
moral obligation to get them out of there.” 

The situation will only get worse as famine and 
Taliban retribution intensify. Veterans, refugee 
advocates and immigration attorneys are calling 
on the Biden administration to take swift, 
decisive action. 

“If there’s one thing that needs to happen, it’s for 
the administration to commit to getting U.S. allies 
out of Afghanistan,” says Sunil Varghese, policy 
director of the International Refugee Assistance 
Project (IRAP). 

The American Legion has pressed Congress for 
years to ensure Afghan and Iraqi interpreters can 
safely come to the United States. “Our wartime 
allies saved countless American lives and directly 
contributed to every level of tactical, operational 
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Left behind 


Tens of thousands of Afghan 
interpreters, families are in 
peril as U.S. bureaucracies 
quibble over process. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


A Marine assists an Afghan woman and her 
child as they browse through donated clothing 
at Fort Pickett in Blackstone, Va., Dec. 16. Getty 


and strategic success during the mission in Iraq 
and Afghanistan,” states Resolution No. 16, passed 
by the Legion’s National Executive Committee in 
October 2018. 

The crisis is partially rooted in the long-troubled 
Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program, created 
over a decade ago to give Afghan and Iraqi 
interpreters who worked with the U.S. military a 
more direct way to immigrate to the United States. 

“The whole program was doomed to failure,” 
Stock says. “It involves three agencies - the State 
Department, the Department of Homeland 
Security and the Department of Defense - and no 
one is in charge.” It takes years to approve SIV 
applications that are supposed to be processed in 
nine months. In addition, the State Department 
didn’t want SIVs to leave the country, taking the 
position they were supposed to stay and fight the 
Taliban, Stock says. 

DoD also didn’t follow some well-established 
procedures for noncombat evacuations, including 
working with other U.S. government agencies to 
compile a comprehensive list of everyone who 
needed to be evacuated. As a result, the U.S. 
military tried to create lists on the fly, and more 
than the half the people who should have been 
evacuated were left behind. “We taught classes on 
how to evacuate people from countries when 
I was an instructor at the Combined Armed 
Services and Staff School and Command and 
General Staff College,” Stock says. “That 
institutional knowledge went to waste.” 
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The Pentagon says the criticism is unwarranted 
given the sudden collapse of the Afghan 
government and military and the resulting 
security problems in Kabul. 

“Despite these unprecedented challenges, U.S. 
forces, alongside our allies and partners, were able 
to evacuate more than 124,000 at-risk personnel 
aboard 778 airlifts at an average of one departure 
every 45 minutes - all with zero cancellations due 
to maintenance, fuel or logistics issues,” says Maj. 
Rob Lodewick, a DoD spokesman. “While far from 
the ‘perfect’ Noncombatant Evacuation Operation 
scenario taught at school houses, executing the 
largest airlift in U.S. history over the course of just 
17 days does not happen without the development, 
refinement and execution of the very ‘well- 
established procedures’ and operational plans.” 

Yet, IRAP, the Association of Wartime Allies and 
other organizations say they repeatedly asked the 
Biden administration to begin evacuating 
interpreters and other Afghans who worked with 
the U.S. government before the president’s spring 
2021 announcement that all U.S. troops would 
withdraw by September. Now, the majority of an 
estimated 100,000 SIV applicants and family 
members remain in Afghanistan, as well as civil 
service workers, women’s rights activists, religious 
and ethnic minorities, and other at-risk Afghans, 
says IRAP attorney Adam Bates. 

At the same time, U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) is denying scores of 
humanitarian parole applications, a status that 
would allow Afghan SIV applicants and their 
families to come to the United States for two years 
while they work to secure permanent residency. 
“Somebody flipped a switch after the (August) 
evacuations stopped, basically telling people in 
Afghanistan, ‘We don’t care about you anymore. 
You need to stay in place and die,” Stock says. 

USCIS says it typically receives fewer than 2,000 
humanitarian parole applications a year and 
approves between 500 and 700 of those requests. 
Since July 1, USCIS has received more than 44,500 
humanitarian parole requests from Afghan 
nationals alone. As of late December, the agency 
had denied 2,250 Afghan requests and 
conditionally approved 200. 

Meanwhile, Afghan SIV and humanitarian 
parole applicants who fled to other countries face 
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deportation back to Afghanistan as they deal with 
squabbles between the State Department and 
USCIS, Stock says. She helped 17 members of an 
Afghan medical student’s family obtain 
humanitarian parole late last summer. But they 
were not able to reach Kabul to pick up the 
documents necessary to board a flight to the 
United States before the embassy closed. 

The State Department told the family they could 
get their boarding documents from a U.S. embassy 
in another country, and they took great risks to get 
to Pakistan. In the ensuing months, the State 
Department told them USCIS had to verify their 
humanitarian parole status was still valid, Stock 
says. And USCIS told the family the State 
Department first had to send an email requesting 
that information. “These people’s lives are at 
stake, and these agencies are fighting over who 
has to send an email. It’s morally reprehensible.” 

USCIS finally reaffirmed it had granted 
humanitarian parole to the 17 family members, 
and they went to the U.S. Consulate in Islamabad 
to get boarding documents for their flights. But 
the State Department sent the family back their 
passports in February without the boarding 
documents and is denying their request to seek 
refuge in the United States. “This is truly awful,” 
Stock says. 

The State Department and USCIS say they 
cannot comment on specific cases. However, the 
State Department says it’s looking for alternative 
ways to process qualified SIV applications, given 
the embassy in Afghanistan is closed and it’s 
extremely difficult for Afghans to reach U.S. 
consular services in other countries where they 
can complete the part of the process that must be 
conducted in person. 

Meanwhile, Ramish Darwishi is a former 
interpreter who came to the United States in late 
2020 after a long battle to obtain an SIV. He cannot 
find anyone to discuss options for getting his 
starving family out of Afghanistan after the 
Taliban executed his older brother. “No one cares,” 
says Darwishi, who worked with the U.S. military 
in Afghanistan for eight years. “I’m thinking, every 
second, that Taliban will kill my family.” & 


Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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For the ones who gave all, 


WE REMEMBER. 


The poppy is a symbol of remembrance for all who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in military service to our nation. 


Mh 
Ml 


On Memorial Day, we join you in honoring each 
individual this red flower represents. 
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Dillard presses Congress on 
Legion's key legislative issues 
American Legion National Commander Paul E. Dillard 

addressed the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs 


committees March 8, highlighting critical veterans issues 
during the Legion’s annual Washington Conference: 


Toxic exposure Dillard urged government accountability 
and health benefits for Gulf War and post-9/11 veterans 
exposed to toxic fumes from burn pits in the Middle East. 
“Veterans who are suffering now cannot wait decades to 
receive care they need and rightfully deserve.” 


Buddy Check, suicide prevention The Legion's Buddy 
Check program assisted nearly a half-million veterans 
through local post outreach in 2020 and 2021. “Isolation is 
no friend to the veteran who may be confronting post- 
traumatic stress disorder, possibly at risk of suicide - 

and in need of connection with others who understand. 

A National Buddy Check Week can help bridge the gap 
between veterans in need and VA services to help them.” 


Citizenship through service As citizenship assistance 
programs disappear from military bases, this pathway to 
naturalization has been obstructed. Dillard reiterated the 
Legion's support for the Veteran Deportation Prevention 
and Reform Act, which addresses naturalization during 
service and protects non-citizen veterans and their families 
from unwarranted deportation. 


VA access for WWII vets As the largest ground war since 
World War Il rages on European soil, it is dispiriting that 
there are World War Il veterans who do not have access to 
VA health care, Dillard said. The Legion is working to 
correct this lapse with legislation pending in Congress. 
With fewer than 240,000 living, “time is running out.” 

- Mackenzie Wolf 


The American Legion's Spring Meetings will be in 
Indianapolis May 2-5. Follow the latest news, and watch 
National Commander Paul E. Dillard's address to the 
National Executive Committee, at legion.org. 
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“It really changed the way that 
we connect veterans with the 
benefits they’ve earned. We’ve 
overcome a lot of challenges, 
and in many ways we’ve 
actually gotten better in the 
last couple of years.” 


VA Principal Deputy Undersecretary 
for Benefits Michael Frueh, speaking 
to the Legion's National Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission 
about how the pandemic has affected 
the agency. In fiscal 2021, VA delivered 
more than $110 billion in compensation, 
a new record. 


“(The Legion is) a very special 
voice ... instrumental and 
essential in moving the Capitol 
to do the right thing and to 
keep our promises.” 


Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif., chairman, 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 


Spread the word about 
National Poppy Day 


National Poppy Day is 

May 27. An updated web 

platform at legion.org/ 

poppyday has resources 

for local use and education, 

including: 

° A brief history of Poppy Day 

¢ A Poppy Shop to purchase pins and 
supplies for posts, units, squadrons 
and chapters 

* Downloadable ads, posters, flyers 
and other media 

* A link to #poppyday social media 
hashtag images 

¢ Links to make online donations to 
the American Legion Auxiliary 
Foundation and American Legion 
Charities as part of Poppy Day 
activities 
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Bright lights, big shade 


More upgrades come to home of American Legion World Series. 


Fans attending the 95th 
American Legion World Series 
this August will have cooler 
seating options during the day 
and better views at night thanks 
to upgrades at Veterans Field at 
Keeter Stadium. 

Canopies over the grandstand 
seats are being extended down 
both baselines to provide more 
shade at the annual ALWS in 
Shelby, N.C. And stadium lights at Keeter Stadium are 
being replaced by LED lights. 

The extended canopies will include large ceiling 
fans like the existing canopies. 

The LED lights will help brighten the field for 
players, fans in the stands, and those watching at 
home on ESPNU and ESPN3. 

American Legion World Series Chairman Eddie 
Holbrook said the lights are similar to those used in 
pro stadiums such as Bank of America Stadium, home 
of the NFL's Carolina Panthers. 


Photo by Andy Prosret 


States with highest 
gas taxes, fees 


As gasoline prices soar, remember that a 
healthy chunk of the pain at the pump comes 
from government taxes and fees. These are the 
10 states with the highest state taxes and fees 
for gasoline: 

California 68.5 cents per gallon 
Illinois 59.6 cents per gallon 
Pennsylvania 58.7 cents per gallon 
Hawaii 51.69 cents per gallon 

New Jersey 50.7 cents per gallon 
Nevada 50.48 cents per gallon 
Indiana 49.79 cents per gallon 
Washington 49.4 cents per gallon 
New York 48.22 cents per gallon 
Michigan 45.17 cents per gallon 
Federal 18.4 cents per gallon 

Source: American Petroleum Institute 

Find where your state ranks: api.org/ 


oil-and-natural-gas/consumer-information/ 
motor-fuel-taxes/gasoline-tax 
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The $2.2 million project is 
funded through a grant from the 
state’s Department of 
Commerce. Holbrook credited 
North Carolina Speaker of the 
House Tim Moore, a lifelong 
resident of nearby Kings 
Mountain, for helping get the 
improvements funded. 

Holbrook added that the 
project is a testament to the 
ALWS' economic impact not only to Shelby and 
Cleveland counties, but to the region and state - over 
$8.5 million locally and $16 million regionally in 2018. 

This year's stadium upgrades follow improvements 
made over the past two years, which include laser- 
grading of the field, new Bermuda sod for the field 
and bullpen, an improved irrigation and underground 
drainage system, a new outfield fence and more. 

The 95th American Legion World Series is 
scheduled for Aug. 11-16. 

- Andy Proffet 


VETERANS & EDUCATION By VALERIE HEFFNER 


Internships and 
Post-9/11 benefits 


Q: | attend a university and will receive my 
education degree next year. My curriculum 
includes completing a term as a student teacher 
at a high school. Even though the class is six 
credits, |am required to teach a 40-hour week. 
Will | receive my monthly allowance? How will 
this affect my Post-9/11 GI Bill education benefits? 


A: While completing the course, your school will 
certify your benefits a bit differently. The school 
will advise VA that you are enrolled in a six-credit 
class along with a 40-hour-per-week internship. 
When VA receives the enrollment information, it 
will pay your monthly housing allowance (MHA) at 
the higher rate, which is full-time. If for some 
reason you do not receive that full-time 
entitlement, contact your school’s veterans adviser 
to ensure the correct information was provided. 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and 
member of American Legion Post 27 in Apache 
Junction, Ariz. askvalerie@legion.org 
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911 to the rescue 


Did you know the 
first call to 911 
was placed in 
1968? As 911. 
gov details, 
before the 
advent of the 
universal 
emergency-call 
number, Americans 
needed to dial local 10-digit 
phone numbers to reach police, 
fire or emergency services. 

A 1966 report by the National 
Academy of Sciences highlighting 
the rise in accidental death and 
injury urged policymakers to 
explore the “feasibility of 
designating a single, nationwide, 
telephone number to summon an 
ambulance.” Two years later, the 
first 911 call was placed in 
Haleyville, Ala. 

Find out more at 911.gov. 
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A grave problem 


Engraved tombstones are in short 
supply, as the industry tries to work 
through problems caused by supply- 
chain issues, labor shortages, the 
departure of key stenciling firms from 
the market and, sadly, increased 
demand. 

As the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Business Journal reports, the backlog 
dates to the earliest days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, “when many 
tombstone makers weren't 
designated ‘essential’ services and 
had to close.” The situation only 
worsened when 3M announced it 
would no longer produce the 
rubber adhesive stencils used in 
tombstone-carving. 

3M cited “severely constrained raw 
material availability,” which had led 
to a massive increase in costs. 


“Though the odds were set against them, 

the women of the Six Triple Eight processed 
millions of letters and packages during their 
deployment in Europe, helping connect World 
War II soldiers with their loved ones back 
home.... now, nearly 80 years after their 
service, we are finally able to recognize these 
extraordinary women on the national stage.” 


Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., on his bipartisan legislation to 
award the Congressional Gold Medal to veterans of the 
6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, signed into law by 
President Joe Biden on March 14. The only all-Black Women's 


Wikimedia Commons 


Army Corps unit deployed overseas, the Six Triple Eight 
handled an average of 65,000 pieces of mail per shift, for a 
total of 17 million by the war's end. Of the battalion’s more 
than 850 members, only six are living. 


“It's overwhelming,” said retired Air Force Maj. Fannie Griffin 
McClendon, 101, of Tempe, Ariz., when told of the House's 
Unanimous vote. “It’s something | never even thought about. 
| don’t know if | can stand this.” 


Ammo manufacturers help Ukraine 


U.S. ammunition manufacturers are producing 
and donating millions of rounds of ammunition to 
support Ukraine in its fight for survival. 

Ammo Inc. has donated a million rounds to 
Ukraine's military. “We as Americans stand firmly 
in support of Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
independence,” said Fred Wagenhals, chief 
executive officer of Ammo Inc. “While we fervently 
hope for a quick and peaceful resolution to the 
crisis and that diplomacy will win the day, we 
condemn the Russian aggression and its threat to 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and freedom ... We 
are prepared to move quickly as possible to 
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support Ukraine as it continues to defend itself 
and its freedom.” 

Likewise, Remington, CCI, Speer and Federal 
Ammunition - which are part of Vista Outdoor 
Inc. - have donated a million rounds to the 
Ukraine Armed Forces. 

“The war in Ukraine has displaced millions of 
citizens and exposed average people to the 
horrors of war,” said Jason Vanderbrink, president 
of Remington, CCI, Soeer and Federal Ammunition. 
“We have long supported Ukrainian armed forces 
and we will continue to do so in this global cause 
to unite for democracy.” 


& AMERICA’S | 


veal #1 STAIRLIFT BRAND | 


AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS THE CALL TO SAVE 
PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: 


)R PTS 


CALL TODAY & RECEIVE 


Vv Arthritis/COPD sufferers Ss y 5 O re) F E 


v Those with mobility issues TOWARD THE PURCHASE 


1* 
Vv Anyone who hurts using the stairs eb NSS LAST e 


¥& Trustpilot Seg At 


|Rating) 


awsave: 1-866-695-5426 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards 
purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention 
this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI8940B, WV 
WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VHO7752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5, AK 134057. HIC.0656293 


FREEDOM. TO BE YOU. 


If you think oxygen therapy means slowing down, 
it’s time for a welcome breath of fresh air. 


Introducing the Inogen One family of portable oxygen systems. 

With no need for bulky tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep 
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery Technology.® Hours of quiet 
and consistent oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge enabling 
freedom of movement, whether at home or on the road. Every Inogen 
One meets FAA requirements for travel ensuring the freedom to be you. 


* No heavy oxygen tanks ¢ Safe for car and air travel 
¢ Ultra quiet operation ¢ Full range of options and accessories 
+ Lightweight and easy to use * Clinically validated for 24/7 use 


Call 1-855-391-3111 or visit 
inogen.com for a free 
consultation and info guide. 


Inogen 
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Should you join the Great Resignation? 


What's being called the “Great Resignation” began 
in 2021, when millions of Americans left their jobs. 
Contrary to recent trends, the biggest uptick of 
job-hoppers and career-changers was among those 
in the middle of their working lives. I've also heard 
this movement called the “Great Recalibration,” as 
people reassess what they value most. 

I've written about the peril of letting your emotions 
drive your investment decisions. From a monetary 
perspective, there's probably no bigger “investment” 
decision for most Americans than how and where 
they choose to earn their livelihood. Should you find 
yourself yearning to join the Great Resignation/ 
Calibration crowd, here are six financial factors to 
build into your calculus: 


Vesting schedule If your employer or prospective 
employer provides matching or profit-sharing 
contributions to your retirement plan, the vesting 
schedule dictates when that money becomes yours. 
It could happen all at once, or in increments. 
Understanding where you currently stand can help 
you avoid leaving money on the table as you leave 
your current employer. Plus, it’s something to 
consider as you assess a future employer’s offerings. 


Time off The ability to recharge, enjoy friends and 
family, and jet or drive off to see the world - knowing 
that your paycheck will not be affected - is a 
beautiful thing. Often, time off accrues with time in a 
position, so don’t lose sight of this valuable benefit. 


Compensation structure A bonus can be great until 
circumstances, perhaps out of your control, cause it 


to shrink or disappear. As you consider the greenness 
of other pastures, it’s important to make an accurate 
comparison of pay. 


Matching contributions schemes There's nothing 
negative about this form of employee benefit, but it 
can vary widely from employer to employer and 
should be considered as you compare opportunities. 


Group life insurance According to the life insurance 
marketing and research firm LIMRA, 48% of workers 
have only life insurance provided by their employer. 
Don't lose sight of this as you contemplate a move, 
and ensure that changing your employer doesn’t 
jeopardize coverage that protects the ones you love. 


Overall benefits package value At my age, | didn’t 
see a lot of value when USAA began to offer benefits 
for adoption and in vitro fertilization. However, I’m 
sure it was an exciting offering for a lot of folks. My 
point? Carefully evaluate benefits, what they cost 
and the elements you use, and include all that in your 
decision matrix. 


Much goes into life-altering decisions like the ones 
workers across the country are making every day. 
A lot of evidence points to compensation as a factor 
in seeking change, but not necessarily the factor. As 
you or those you love contemplate a big move, be 
sure it’s a logical decision based on what's 
important, now and into the future. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA, The American Legion’s preferred provider of 
financial services. legion.org/usaa 


Legion Family days, nights in Milwaukee 


In lieu of a parade, the 103rd American Legion 
National Convention will include Legion Family Day 
on Sunday, Aug. 28, at Milwaukee Oktoberfest. 

The festival will be held at the lakefront War 
Memorial Center. Tickets are available to 
convention attendees for one of two sessions on 
Aug. 28. A $300 Gold Ticket reserves a table for 
eight, and a $15 individual Silver Ticket ensures 
standing room and a beverage, in the upper 
portion of the plaza where special programming 
will range from traditional dances to a 25-piece 
musical ensemble. 

Proceeds will benefit the War Memorial Center 
and American Legion programs. To purchase 
tickets, go to legion.org/convention/resources. 
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American Legion Family Night with the Brewers 
The Milwaukee Brewers will take on the 
Pittsburgh Pirates at American Family Field on 
Monday, Aug. 29, at 7:10 p.m. Tickets range from $9 
to $20, and can be purchased online at 
brewers.com/americanlegion. 


Fitch Plaza, downtown Milwaukee. Photo courtesy Kegel’s Inn 
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Return to sender 


Even though 
it has the highest 
COVID-19 death 
toll in the Middle 
East, Iran 
recently rejected 
and returned 
820,000 doses of 
coronavirus vaccines donated by 
Poland, after government 
authorities learned that the 
shots were manufactured in the 
United States. As AP reports, the 
Iranian government says it has 
fully vaccinated 90% of its 
older-than-18 population. 

“Iran has relied on Sinopharm, 
the state-backed Chinese 
vaccine, but offers citizens a 
smorgasbord of other shots to 
choose from,” including Russia's 
Sputnik V, India’s Covaxin and 
Iran’s own COVIran Barekat shot. 
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Navy eyes 
Unmanned fleet 


Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Mike Gilday wants the 
Navy to deploy large- and 
medium-sized unmanned 
surface vessels alongside 
carrier strike groups and 
amphibious ready groups by 
2027-2028, or earlier. 

In the early phase of 
deployment, the vessels "may 
be minimally manned,” Gilday 
says. “But | want to be ina 
position where we can crawl- 
walk-run” and to “put us ina 
position where we can scale in 
the 2030s.” 

As Defense One reports, the 
Navy is looking at creating an 
enlisted specialty for remote 
operation of unmanned vessels. 


New nations 
join U.N. 
Security Council 


Five nations have taken 
seats as new rotating 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC): Brazil, 
Gabon, Ghana, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Albania, which joins the UNSC 
for the first time. 

The 15-member Security 
Council - the U.N.’s most 
powerful body - includes the 
United States, Britain, France, 
Russia and China as 
permanent members, with 
other nations added ona 
regional and rotational basis. 
This is Brazil's 11th time on the 
UNSC. Gabon has served three 
times, as has Ghana. The UAE 
has served once before. 

“More than 50 of the U.N.’s 
193 member countries have 
never been elected to the 
council since it formed in 1946,” 
the Times of Israel reports. 
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A mega-family tree 


A research team at the University of Oxford has drawn the 
world's - and history's - largest family tree. 

As Study Finds reports, the Oxford team “combed through eight 
databases containing 3,609 different genome 
sequences from 215 populations.” 
Some of the datasets included 
information that was more 
than 100,000 years old. The 
resulting lineage network 
contained almost 
27 million ancestors. 

Experts describe this 
effort as “a major step 
towards mapping the 
entirety of human 
relationships, with a 
single lineage that 
traces the ancestry of 
all people on Earth.” 

In addition, this all-humanity 
family tree “has widespread implications 
for medical research,” especially for 
identifying genetic predictors of disease. 
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Receive a donation 
receipt for your 
generous gift 


Call 844-4-LEGION 
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Schedule your 
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America’s best-selling male 
performance enhancer just got a lot 
better. 


It's the latest breakthrough 
for nitric oxide - the molecule 
that makes pleasure possible 
by increasing blood flow right 
throughout your body. 


Nitric oxide won the Nobel Prize 
in 1998. It’s why “the little blue pill” 
works, Thousands of studies confirm 
NO is the key to performance. 


And this new discovery increas- 
es nitric oxide availability resulting 
in even quicker, stronger and lon- 
ger-lasting pleasure. 


One double-blind, _ placebo- 
controlled study (the  “gold- 
standard” of research) involved a 
group of 60-year-old-men. 


They didn’t exercise. They didn’t 
eat healthy. And researchers reported 
their “nitric oxide availability was 
almost totally © compromised,” 
resulting in HALF the blood flow of 
a man in his peak. 


But only five minutes after the 
first dose their blood flow increased 
dramatically, almost back to levels 
of a perfectly healthy 31-year-old 
man! “It’s amazing,” remarks nitric 
oxide expert Dr. Al Sears. “That’s 
like giving 60-year-old men the 
power of 30-year-olds.” 


WHY SO MUCH EXCITEMENT? 


Despite the billions men spend 
annually on older nitric oxide 
therapies, there’s one well-known 
problem with them. 

They don’t always work. 

A world renown physician ex- 
plains why. He’s studied nitric oxide 
for over 43 years. He is the physi- 
cian-in-chief at a notable hospital 
in Boston. He says a “deficiency of 
bioactive nitric oxide... leads to im- 
paired endothelium-dependent vas- 
orelaxation.” 

In plain English, these older 
products may increase levels of 


ADVERTISEMENT 


5th Generation Nitric Oxide Breakthrough Proven in Clinical 
Trials to Restore Maximum Blood Flow in 5 Minutes 


A newly improved version of America’s best-selling male supplement gives 
60-year-old men the results they enjoyed in their 30’s. 


nitric oxide. But that’s only half the 
battle. If it’s not bioactively available 
then your body can’t absorb it and 
won't perform. 


Experts simply call it the nitric 
oxide “glitch.” And until now, 
there’s never been a solution. 


5th GENERATION NITRIC OXIDE 
FORMULA FLYING OFF SHELVES 


Upon further research, America’s 
No. 1 men’s health expert Dr. Al 
Sears discovered certain nutrients fix 
this “glitch” resulting in significantly 
better improvement in blood flow. 

He’s combined those nutrients 
with proven nitric oxide boosters in 
a new formula called Primal Max 
Red. In clinical trials, 5,000 mg is 
required for satisfying performance. 
Primal Max Red contains a bigger, 
9,000 mg per serving dose. It’s 
become so popular, he’s having 
trouble keeping it in stock. 

Dr. Sears is the author of 
more than 500 scientific papers. 
Thousands of people listened 
to him speak at the recent Palm 
Beach Health & Wellness Festival 
featuring Dr. Oz. NFL Hall of Fame 
quarterback Joe Namath visited his 
clinic, the Sears Institute for Anti- 
Aging Medicine. 

Primal Max Red has only been 
available for a few months — but 
everyone who takes it reports a 
big difference. “I have the energy 
to perform three times in one day, 
WOW! That has not happened in 
years. Oh, by the way I am 62,” says 
Jonathan K. from Birmingham, AL. 


HOW IT WORKS 


Loss of staying power starts with 
your blood vessels. Specifically, the 
inside layer called the endothelium 
where nitric oxide is made. 


The problem is various factors 
thicken your blood vessels as you 
age. This blocks availability causing 
the nitric oxide “glitch.” The result 
is difficulty in getting and sustaining 
healthy blood flow. 

How bad is the problem? 

Researcher shows the typical 
40-year-old man absorbs 50% less 
nitric oxide. At 50, that drops to 
25%. And once you pass 60 just a 
measly 15% gets through. 

To make matters worse, nitric 
oxide levels start declining in 
your 30s. And by 70, nitric oxide 


in a clinical trial to boost blood flow 275% resulting in even quicker, 
stronger and longer-lasting performance. 


production is down an alarming 
75%. 

Primal Max Red is the first formula 
to tackle both problems. Combining 
powerful nitric oxide boosters and 
a proven delivery mechanism that 
defeats the nitric oxide “glitch” 
resulting in significantly better blood 
flow. There’s not enough space here 
to fully explain how it works, so Dr. 
Sears will send anyone who orders 
Primal Max Red a free special report 
that explains everything. 


MORE CLINICAL RESULTS 


Nutrients in Primal Max Red have 
logged impressive results. 

In a Journal of Applied Physiology 
study, one resulted in 6 times MORE 
nitric oxide. And these increased 
levels lasted up to 12 hours. 

“IT measured my nitric oxide 
levels, you can buy a test kit from 
Amazon,” reports 48-year-old Jeff O. 
“Monday night I showed depleted.” 


Then he used ingredients in 
Primal Max Red and, “The results 
were off the charts. I first woke 
around 3 a.m. on Tuesday ready to 
go. My nitric oxide levels measured 
at the top end of the range.” 


FREE BONUS 
TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER 


Every order also gets Dr. Sears 
testosterone boosting formula 
Primal Max Black for free. 

“Tf you want the performance you 
had in your younger days, you need 
nitric oxide to get you going. And 


testosterone for energy and drive,” 
says Dr. Sears. “You get both with 
Primal Max Red and Primal Max 
Black.” 


HOW TO GET PRIMAL MAX 


To secure free bottles of Primal Max 
Black and get the hot, new Primal 
Max Red formula, buyers should 
contact the Sears Health Hotline at 
1-800-906-4472 within the next 48 
hours. “It’s not available in drug 
stores yet,” says Dr. Sears. “The 
Hotline allows us to ship directly to 
the customer.” 


Dr. Sears feels so strongly about 
Primal Max, all orders are backed 
by a 100% money-back guarantee. 
“Just send me back the bottle and 
any unused product within 90 days 
from purchase date, and I'll send 
you all your money back,” he says. 

The hotline will be open for 
the next 48 hours. After that, the 
phone number will be shut down 
to allow them to restock. Call 
1-800-906-4472 to secure your 
limited supply of Primal Max Red 
and free bottles of Primal Max Black. 
You don’t need a prescription, and 
those who call in the first 24 hours 
qualify for a significant discount. Use 
Promo Code AMLPMX0422 when 
you call in. Lines are frequently 
busy, but all calls will be answered. 


THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY IF YOU HAVE A MEDICAL 
CONDITION OR ARE TAKING ANY DRUGS, CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR BEFORE USE. ALL STUDIES PERFORMED WERE INDEPENDENT AND THIRD PARTY. 13 


COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, e-mail reunions@legion.org or submit 
information online at legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are free. 

Notices will remain online until the final day 
of the reunion. Upon submission, allow three 
months for your reunion to be published in 
print. Due to the large number of reunions, 
The American Legion Magazine will publisha 
group's listing twice a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


366th Ftr Assn, New Orleans, 8/17-20, Paul 
Jacob, (614) 906-4470, gunfighter.danang6970@ 
gmail.com; 527th Aggressor Sqdn, North Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 9/8-11, Fred Elizondo, (269) 788-2079, 
felizondo50@gmail.com; AF Nuclear Wpns Tech 
Assn, Las Vegas, 9/25-27, Janice Miller, (325) 
650-1854, garjans@suddenlink.net; Ramey AFB 
Historical Assn, San Diego, 5/3-7, Elton Lanier, 
(309) 251-1740, mrzip@mtco.com; Spooky AC-47 
Gunship (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/7-11, Junior 
Skinner, (918) 949-5757, juncherski@yahoo.com 


ARMY 


2nd Inf Div, Kansas City, MO, 9/28-10/2, Mike 
Davino, (919) 498-1910, 2ida.pao@charter.net; 
4th Bn 9th Inf Rgt (Manchu), Oklahoma City, 
9/14-18, Bob lannon, (317) 745-4287, bobl99@ 


Including The American 

Legion in your estate plans 
is one of the simplest ways 
to make a lasting impact on 


Other notices 

“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos 
or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must include 
the name of the unit from which you seek people, 
the time period and the location, as well as a 
contact name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are free. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 
memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. 


hotmail.com; 7th Bn 13th Arty 1st Field Force, 
All Btrys (Vietnam, 1966-1970), Gatlinburg, 

TN, 8/21-26, Kevin Calkins, (630) 542-1095; 12th 
Armd Div Assn, Abilene, TX, 7/27-31, Allan Dear, 
(229) 630-5682, dearS@earthlink.net; 25th Inf 
Div, Honolulu, 9/25-10/2, Sarah Krause, (215) 
880-0181, tropicltn@aol.com; 27th Inf Rgt 
(Wolfhounds) Hist Society, Lexington, KY, 8/15- 
21, Dave Shepherd, (859) 445-2281, shepd227@ 
gmail.com, wolfhoundpack.org; 77th FA Rgt, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/14-18, John Moran, (937) 
361-1333, johnjanmoran@woh.rr.com; 101st Abn 
Div Vietnam Vets, Fayetteville, NC, 8/24-28, Ron 
Long, (310) 977-4253, ronlong71@msn.com; 106th 
Inf Div, Arlington, VA, 8/24-28, Wayne Dunn, 
(410) 409-1141, host106th@10é6thinfdivassn.org; 
179th ASHC, Reno, NV, 10/11-13, Tom Messenger, 
(708) 203-6096, tomlvsgolf@hotmail.com; 

213th ASHC Black Cats, Omaha, NE, 9/18-23, 
Larry Brockman, (402) 499-9117, brocky287@ 
gmail.com, 213thashc.com; 504th MP Bn, 
Charleston, SC, 9/13-15, Tony Sills, (770) 330- 
5236, ctsills7147@bellsouth.net; 864th 

Eng Bn (Pacemakers), Alouquerque, NM, 
10/19-23, Maxine Scripter, (505) 249-8238, 
mrsanagramssister@hotmail.com; Arizona Army 
Security Agency Assn, Tucson, AZ, 8/19-21, 
Gerald Darr, (480) 507-6825, ardf308@gmail. 
com; B Co Army Security Agency Grp & Camp 
Alamo - Former Mbrs, Dets J, K, L, M, SAD, 
VUNC & Div Radar Site, San Antonio, 10/19-23, 
Ted Heffernan, (719) 357-0565, asabuffalo@ 
yahoo.com, pinerivertrader@aol.com; D Co 
40th Armor, Branson, MO, 5/9-12, Rich McCarty, 
(573) 893-4516, richardmccarty2017@yahoo. 
com; Society of the 3rd Inf Div, Kansas City, 

MO, 8/25-28, Toby Knight, (210) 885-2137, 
tobster16@gmail.com; Veterans of the First Eng 
Bn, Herndon, VA, 9/16-19, Tom Jennings, (732) 
618-1683, tomandgeri07@gmail.com, 
firstengineerbattalionveterans.org 


MARINES 


3/11 Mar “Btry Adjust,” Kansas City, MO, 9/20- 
25, Brian Seals, (765) 580-2734, bseals2013@ 
gmail.com; C-1-12 Mar (Vietnam), Kansas 

City, MO, 9/20-25, Woody Halll, (931) 242-8432, 


Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
American Legion department service officer for 
information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps" notices are published only for 
Legionnaires who served as department 
commanders or national officers. 


hwoodrow@charter.net; Fifth Mar Div Assn, 
San Diego, 5/11-15, Kathy Tinsley, (619) 770-0257, 
finally@cox.net; Kilo 3/7 Vietnam, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 9/29-10/3, Bill Gerke, (631) 433-8575, 
msggerke@aol.com; Mar Air Grps (WWII- 
2022), Branson, MO, 10/11-14, Ken Davidson, 
grasusan9583@sbcglobal.net 


NAVY 


Algol AKA 54, Cape Girardeau, MO, 9/28-10/2, 
Mearlin Allen, (573) 334-5827, mallen1065@ 
yahoo.com; Ashtabula AO 51, Green Bay, WI, 
7/13-16, Bruce Rosenberg, (920) 425-3168, 
ashtabula2020@gmail.com; Bainbridge DLGN/ 
CGN 25, Las Vegas, 9/18-22, Charles Gilbert, (412) 
609-1035, charlesgilbert63@gmail.com; 
ussbainbridgeassociation.org; Bennington 
CV/CV/CVS 20, San Antonio, 10/17-20, Ron 
Christensen, (402) 677-3413, ronc2@ 
abbnebraska.com; Canopus AS 34, Oklahoma 
City, 10/4-6, Bill Murdock, (530) 913-1038, 
cwmcdf@jps.net; CBMU 302, Rapid City, SD, 
10/27-30, Tom Vandenberg, (509) 520-5396, 
tavandenberg@pocketinet.com; Davidson DE/ 
FF 1045, San Antonio, 10/19-23, Mike Peck, (952) 
380-7616, davidson1045@msn.com; Enterprise 
CVAN/CVN 65, Las Vegas, 9/20-24, Bruce 
Mooberry, (316) 619-1268, brucemooberry@ 
gmail.com; Epperson DD 719, Branson, MO, 9/28- 
10/1, Samuel White, (906) 635-5993, samnmar. 
white@gmail.com; Ernest G. Small DD/DDR 

838,, Charleston, SC, 9/29-10/1, Judi Pearson, 
(501) 944-4472, judipearspn@ussernestgsmall. 
org; Essex CV/CVA/CVS 9 & LHD 2, Harrisburg, 
PA, 9/6-11, Thomas Ferelli, (602) 882-0375, 
tferelli@gmail.com; Frank Knox DD/DDR 742, 
Wilmington, NC, 9/20-23, William Atkinson, (713) 
648-8147, mrb1IIS0@aol.com; Goldsborough 
DDG 20, Tucson, AZ, 9/25-29, William Biller, (419) 
680-0025, pibiller@gmail.com; Grand Canyon 
AD/AR 28, Chattanooga, TN, 9/12-16, Ken 
Morales, (618) 488-6475, k_morales1949@yahoo. 
com; Holder, Norfolk, VA, 9/21-24, Jim deBarrios, 
(831) 458-9062, ussholder_dde819@hotmail.com; 
Iwo Jima Class LPHs Assn, Warwick, RI, 9/27- 
10/2, Dena Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 
bellsouth.net; Lassen AE 3, Virginia Beach, VA, 


LEGION SHOPPER 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 
FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 


VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 


WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 
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10/5-8, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@ 
yahoo.com; Leary DD 879, Quad Cities, IL, 9/12- 
18, Al Redden, (308) 530-1284, alshr@allophone. 
com; Litchfield County LST 901, Jacksonville, 

FL, 10/17-20, Don Lerche, (309) 530-8710, 
donlerche@yahoo.com; LST Assn, Jacksonville, 
FL, 10/17-20, Angela D’Aloisio, (803) 865-5665, 
support@nehemiahcommunications.com; 
Mauna Loa AE 8, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/5-8, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo. 
com; Mazama AE 9, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/5-8, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; 
Missouri BB 63, Charleston, SC, 9/9-11, Jerry 
Miller, (417) 247-7744, jjmusn@aol.com; Mount 
Baker AE 4/34, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/5-8, Kurt 
Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; 
Mount McKinley AGC 7/LCC 7, Kansas City, 

MO, 9/14-18, Wes Brubacher, (707) 857-3522, 
webob@vbbn.com; Neches AO 47, Branson, MO, 
9/15-18, Johnny Hanlon, (918) 760-7371, 
johnnyhanlon@cox.net; New Jersey BB 62, 
Cherry Hill, NJ, 8/3-7, Bob Dingman, (603) 
455-4441, bb621967@comcast.net; Ogden LPD 
5 NFZV, Pensacola, FL, 11/10-13, Mark Stephens, 
(570) 640-1094, 2143mark@gmail.com; Park 
County LST 1077, Jacksonville, FL, 10/17-20, Mike 
Kempf, (317) 490-4229, m.w.kempf@sbcglobal. 
net; Perry DD 844, San Antonio, 10/18-22, Joan 
Guariniello, (727) 868-9368, jandlassoc@aol. 
com; Prichett DD 561, Omaha, NE, 9/12-16, Terry 
Crawford, (618) 259-3007, prichett@charter.net; 
Providence CLG 6, Charleston, SC, 10/5-9, Jim 
Chryst, (973) 222-5499, jchryst@embarqmail. 
com; Rainier AE 5, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/5-8, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo. 
com; Reasoner FF 1063, San Diego, 9/16-18, Del 
Becker, (717) 537-5732, ff1063reunion@gmail. 
com; Robert E. Lee SSBN/SSN 601, Mystic, CT, 
10/26-30, Joe White, (405) 410-9206, jwhite. 
agé8@shelterinsurance.com; Saginaw LST 1188, 
Jacksonville, FL, 10/17-20, Angela D’Aloisio, (803) 
865-5665, support@nehemiahcommunications. 
com; Saratoga CV 3 & CVA/CV 60, Herndon, 
VA, 10/12-16, Mark Beecher, (304) 917-1206, 
bizmark@mercurycat.com; Shasta AE 6/33, 
Virginia Beach, VA, 10/5-8, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Spiegel LSD 32, 


Columbus, OH, 10/12-16, Jim Yoder, (623) 853- 
9913, Isd32usn@gmaillcom; Sutter County LST 
1150, Jacksonville, FL, 10/17-20, Guy Simmons, 
(978) 476-3895, guysimmons@aol.com; 
Tolovana AO 64, Albuquerque, NM, 9/20-22, 
Okie Baughman, (321) 795-3940, 
okie_baughman@yahoo.com, usstolovana.org; 
Valley Forge CV 45/LPH 8, King of Prussia, PA, 
5/11-14, Ron Andrews, (636) 265-3119, jjmusn@ 
aol.com; VP-4 Patrol Sqdn Four, San Antonio, 
10/12-16, Larry Hames, (503) 688-9804, 
larry.hames@vp4association.com; Waller DD/ 
DDE 466, Nashville, TN, 10/9-13, Keith Lemons, 
(606) 365-2902, schulerlemons?8@gmail. 

com; Wexford County LST 1168, Jacksonville, 
FL, 10/17-20, Larry Condra, (314) 604-5221, 
larrygeec@netscape.net; Will Rogers SSBN 659, 
Groton, CT, 6/16-19, Earl Colella, (734) 730-1026, 
earl.colella@comcast.net 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


Post 240, FL: Nick LaBianca, Clayton H. McPhaul, 
Robert P. Spence 

Post 254, FL: Michael Spinnato 

Post 111, IN: Ronald D. Marshall 

Post 11, MN: Ken Anderson, Don Duncanson, 

Don Giroux, Donald Krueger, William Mickelson, 
Allen Sigafus 


IN SEARCH OF 


2nd Msl Bn 82nd Arty Corporal Missile 
(Kitzingen, Germany, 1961-1963), Michael 
DeTorie, (443) 825-6239 

307th ASA Bn (Ludwigsburg, Germany, 1974- 
1976), Don Novak, (270) 601-3444, dn13209@ 
yahoo.com 

867th FA Bn (280mm) (Neckarsulm, Germany, 
1954-1956), James Degnan, (661) 294-0256, 
my4cam@aol.com 

Boxer LPH 4 Air Dept Hangar Deck Crew 
(1964-1965) , Mike Rawlings, (928) 699-2448, 
mrawlings1944@gmail.com 

Cargo Handling Bns, NCHF & NELSF Staff, 
Michael Gorton, (718) 386-8017, mgorton@ 
msn.com 


Howitzer Btry 3rd Sqdn 2nd ACR (Amberg, 
West Germany, 1974-1978), David Sanders, 
(601) 381-3572 

Johnston AFB - 10th ADG, 10th ADS, 25th ADS, 
24th SS, Thor-related activities (1960-1975), 
dottavi@juno.com 


TAPS 


Ronald G. Cherry, Dept. of Texas. Dept. Cmdr. 
1998, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 2008- 
2018, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
2005-2008, Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1998-2004, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 2000-2004, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
2004-2008, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2004-2005, Nat'l Subcmte. on 
Cmtes. Memb. 2004-2008 and Nat'l Veterans 
Affairs & Rehab. Cncl. Memb. 2018-2022. 

Kenneth D. Danilson, Dept. of lowa. Nat'l 
Advisory Cmte. to the Nat'l Cmdr. Memb. 
1999-2018, Nat'l American Legion Charities 
Chmn. 2013-2015, Nat'l Centennial Task Force 
for the Future Chmn. 2011-2013, Nat'l Child 
Welfare Foundation Memb. 1992-1998 and 
2008-2015, Nat'l Child Welfare Foundation 
Secretary 1998-2008, Nat'l Citizens Flag 
Alliance Advisory Cmte. Memb 1998-2015, Nat'l 
Finance Cmsn. Memb. 1988-1997, Nat'l Finance 
Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1997-1998, Nat'l Finance 
Cmsn. Chmn. 1998-2015, Nat'l Marketing Cmsn. 
Chmn. 2015-2018, Nat'l Media & Comm. Cncl. 
Memb. 2018-2022 and Nat'l Overseas Graves 
Decoration Trust Memb. 1998-2015. 

David D. Heath, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1987-1991, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guest Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2010- 
2013, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1990-1991, 
Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 1992-2001, Nat'l 
Military Affairs Cmte. Consultant 1991-1992 
and Nat'l Veterans Employment & Education 
Cncl. Memb. 2013-2015. 

John F. Sommer Jr., Dept. of Ohio. Dept. Cmdr. 
(Honorary) 2010, Nat'l Citizens Flag Alliance 
Advisory Cmte. Ex-Officio Memb. 1994-2009 
and Nat'l Exec. Director, Washington, DC, 
Office 1991-2009. 


PARTING SHOTS = 


My boss asked me to start 
my presentation with a joke. 
So | used my paycheck as the 
first slide. 


I QUIT MY JOB at the helium factory 
today. I refuse to be spoken to in that tone 
of voice. 


WHY IS A DIET called a “diet”? Because 
all the other four-letter words were taken. 


SOWADP nn 


“Our grown children can’t move back in 
with us if we keep on the move.” 


A NEWLY ORDAINED PASTOR was attempting 
to comfort the widow of an eccentric man who 
had just died. Standing before the open casket, 
the nervous young man said, “I realize this must 
be a difficult blow for you, Mrs. Smith. Just try to 
remember that what we see before us is only the 
husk, the shell, of your dear husband. The nut 
has gone to heaven.” 


A CELEBRITY is someone who works hard all 
her life to become famous and then wears dark 
glasses to avoid being recognized. 


IT’S BEEN RAINING for days, and my husband 
seems depressed about it. He just stands by the 
window, staring. If it continues, I’m going to have 
to let him in. 


IF THE EARLY BIRD catches the worm, I'll 
sleep in until there are pancakes. 


WHY DO AMERICANS choose from just 
two people to run for president and 51 for “I told you to leave the plumber alone.” 
Miss America? 


I RECEIVED another letter from a lawyer’s office 
yesterday. It had “final notice” stamped on the 
envelope. Guess they won't be bothering me 
anymore! 


IF YOU THINK it’s hard to meet new people, 
pick up the wrong golf ball on the course 
sometime. 


“THE GUY who invented the wheel was an idiot. 
The guy who invented the other three? He was 
the genius.” - Sid Caesar 


“Hearing no objections, the motion passes.” 
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gdefy 


by Gravity Defyer 


LIVE LIFE PAIN FREE 


FREE ($50 Value) 
Corrective Fit Orthotics 


PATENTED VERSOSHOCK® SOLE Ra Ata ee ats 
SHOCK ABSORPTION SYSTEM * Excludes sandals. 


Enjoy the benefits of 
exercise with GDEFY 


Ultimate Comfort 
Renewed Energy 
Maximum Protection 
Improved Posture 


Ina 2017 double-blind study by Olive View UCLA Medical Center. 


MIGHTY WALK $135 S20 OFF 


This product is not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. 


Men Sizes 7.5-15 M/W/XW Women Sizes 6-11 M/W/XW YOU R ORDER 
- TB9024MGS Gray - TB9024FGS_~ Gray Pp 
romo Code MG4EPR9 
- TB9024MLU Blue/Black - TB9024FGP  Salmon/Gray det 
- TB9024MBL Black - TB9024FLP Black Www Jechy Com 


Expires August 31, 2022 


Free Exchanges e Free Returns 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Call 1(800) 429-0039 


Gravity Defyer Medical Technology Corp. 
10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331 


BUSINESS limited time. Cannot be combined with other offers. 9% CA sales tax applies to orders in California. Shoes must be returned within 


yXee=)3e)9932 =VersoShock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. May be eligible for Medicare reimbursement. $20 off applies to orders of $100 or more for a 
=_ 
30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details. 


BBB Rating: A+ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ISSUED 


GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 
960°] 


- ant DATES - 


Don 


a 


Trustpilot SSE GRRE Rated “EXCELLENT” 


Bam": today, Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve will take orders on a first-come, first-served basis for these beautiful one 
ounce $50 Gold American Eagle coins. Gold Eagles are the perfect way for Americans to protect their wealth and hedge against 
inflation and global uncertainty. This offer is for new customers only. There is a strict limit of one coin per household, per 
lifetime. Nationwide has set these one ounce $50 Gold Eagles at the incredible price of only $1,960.00* each. There are no mark 
ups, No premiums, and no dealer fees. This at-cost offer is meant to help ease the American public’s transition into the safety of gold. 


Leading financial experts predict the gold = HASSLE FREE Af 


market to continue in the same pattern 
witnessed over the last five years. Due to 
ongoing international uncertainty, the price now available for orders 
of gold is predicted to skyrocket. This may of $50,000 or more 


be your final opportunity to buy gold below eis FREE SHIPPING Aa 
$2, 000 an ounce. & Insurance on all coins 


GOLD PRICES UP || no haggle or hassle sales 
40% SINCE 2016" (ui 
se eet) SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


USD PER OUNCE 


ee ACT NOW! 
co boon TOA a = 


ly FREE! 
‘AMERICA'S MOST TRUSTED SOURCE FOR PRECIOUS METALS” 


I’ve selected Nationwide as the exclusive supplier of my signature coins. Nationwide is a trusted dis- 
tributor of gold, silver and other precious metals with customers all over North America and Europe. 
Nationwide "Ca distributes Uk -backed, legal tender American gold. GAN 


NATIONWIDE visa Ta este wees MENTION KEY CODE WHEN CALLING 
COIN & BULLION RESERVE Mensa 1-800- 11- 9263 


